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INTRODUCTION. 


IS. Peter ſays, If any man ſpeak, let him ſpeak 

C as the oracles of God.“ That is, let his mat- 
ter and manner, let his doctrine, language and ſpirit 
exactly conform to this rule, This command is 
given to all; but it belongs, more eſpecially, to 
thoſe who ſpeak, or write, on religious ſubjects: 
and is equally binding with, Remember to keep 
& holy the ſabbath-day,” or © Honour thy father 
„% and thy mother.“ 

How much then may we lament, that fo little 
regard is paid unto it, even, by thoſe who profeſs 
to be the people of God? That ſo many of theſe 
turn aſide, either to the right hand or to the left? 

Some deviate from this holy, heavenly precept, 
by ſinking into all the depths of ſcurrility, No 
fooner do they view any one in the light of an op- 
ponent, but every thing mean and abuſive is thought 
and ſaid concerning him. The moſt enormous conclu- 
ſions are ſure to be drawn from the ſlighteſt premiſes; 
yea, often, from no premiſes at all. Irrelative anec- 
dotes are collected from all quarters. The moſt 
unjuſt, ungenteel, unchriſtian epithets are made uſe 
of, to expoſe and vilify his character. Whoever 
would ſee aſtoniſhing inſtances of this, let him read 
the polemical writings, I do not ſay, of Jews, 
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Deiſts, or Socinians; but even of Chriſtians! but 
even of the ErzcT! Let him, in particular, read 


the polemical writings of thoſe enlightened, evan- 
gelical preachers, Mr. TorLapy, Mr, Ricnanxp 


and ROWIAN D Hitt: where he will find ſuch a 


plenitude of the very dregs of Bilingſgate, as, per- 
haps, he never ſaw before, or is likely to ſee again. 
But.this is not ſpeaking as the oracles of God, To 
ſlander and revile an opponent; to magnify his 
miſtakes or weakneſſes ; to make him the ſubje& of 
uni verſal eontempt and ridicule, becauſe he diſſents 
from our dogmas, has no countenance in theſe ſa- 
cred pages; but is as contrary thereto as heaven 
is contrary to hell. 

Many wiſe and holy men have been aware of this 
evil, and, to prevent falling into it, have gone into 
the oppoſite extreme, Theſe have been ſo dread» 
fully afraid of ſhewing a BAD s IRI, that they 
have ſometimes ſhewn xo SPIRIT at all. Hence, 
if they wrote to an Hv NEUS or an ALEXANDER, 


to a Demas or a DioTREPHES, each is a Dear 
and honoured Sir,” if not a Very dear Bro- 
4 ther.“ And it frequently happens, that the ſame 


ſtile and addreſs are made ufe of, in writing to an 
apoſtate Judas, as to a molt beloved Joun, Yea, 
it ſometimes happens, that a thouſand handſome 
and ſulſome things are ſaid of the former, while 
the juſt praiſes of the latter are kept out of fight, 
The conſequence is, ſuch compofitions are fre- 
quently not ſo full and pointed, as the nature of 
the ſubject requires. 
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Nor is this the caſe in WRITING only; but, alſo, in 
19DcrxG of writings, Hence, when ſuch perſons. 
take up a tract, the firſt and grand enquiry is, not, 
what are the propoſitions, and how are they de- 
monſtrated ; but what is the fþ#rit of the author ? 
And if, on reading, they, commend or cenſure, it 
is not for the truth or propriety: of either facts or 
arguments; but according to the fr of the au- 
thor, whether it be good or evil, 

With regard to ſpirit, temper, or diſpoſition, I aſk; 
What has-this to do in logical enquiries? What 
has it te. do in ſtating of facts? in laying 
down major or minor ? or in ſhewing whether the 
concluſion be true or falſe? If the argument be fal- 
lacious, what has it to do in ſhewing where 
the fallacy lies? A good or a bad ſpirit undoubtedly 
marks the MORAL CHARACPER- of a man, It ſhews 
whether he is holy, or unholy; whether he is 2 
fervant of God, or a ſervant of the devil; whether 
he is going to heaven or to hell. But whatſoever his 
ſpirit may be, he may, in ten thouſand inſtances, 
think, ſpeak and act, either right or wrong. In- 
deed, there is no problem in divinity, no propoſi- 
tion in Euclid, no fact in hiſtory; no fallacy in 
logic, no principle in mechanics, or practice in 
common life, the knowledge of which depends on 
any temper or ſpirit w hatſoever; but ſolely on per- 
ception, judgment, and memory. To lay ftreſs| 
therefore, on temper, in conſidering points of mere 
ſpeculation, is irrational and unſcriptural . irra- 
—_ leeing temper is as impertinent in logical 
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diſquiſitions, as hearing is in optics, or as ſight is in 
judging of ſounds, It is alſo unſcriptural; as no- 
thing like it can be found, in the writings either 
of the Old Teſtament or the New. 

In theſe writings we find, that if any perfon had 
oppoſed or perverted the truth, he was dealt with 
according to the nature and degree of his offence, 
He was neither belted, on the one hand, nor com- 
plimented, on the other: he was, on no occaſion, 
either inſulted or flatteved, If, with a well-mean- 
ing heart, he had entertained a miitake, the truth 
was pointed out to him, in ſuch manner as was 
moſt likely to reCtify it. No biting language, 
no general cenſures, no ſcoffs and jeers were ever 
uſed on ſuch occaſions, If he had given clear and 
irrefragable proof of a malevolent heart, of a per- 
verſe, baſe, or hypocritical diſpoſition, it was aſſert- 
ed and proved in fober and manly language: then 
be was reproved and admoniſhed in ſuch terms as 
were moſt likely to do him good. Figurative lan- 
guage. was alſo uſed, in making sr RN compariſons 
of offenders and offences. But theſe compariſons 
were not made, but in caſes. of abſolute neceſſity. 
And even then, they were not thrown about at 
random: ſeldom above an inſtance or two eccurred 
in a whole diſcourſe: which were always ſober, 
juſt and moderate; bearing the s rAHC EST ANALOGE 
to the perſon or thing complained of. In a word; 
whenever theſe holy and infpired controvertiſts 
condemned or cenſured, it was juſt ſo far, as truth 
and juſtice required: and, even then, they were 
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glad to mix mercy with their ſevereſt cenſures. 
Thus they did to others what they would others 
ſnould do to them. Having ſet God always before 
them, they ſpake and wrote, on all occaſions, as 
thoſe who are to give account: while by manife ſta- 
tion of the truth, they commended themſelves to 
every man's conſcience in the ſight of God; and, 
by ſo doing, have left us an example, that we 
ſhould tread in their ſteps, 

Without regarding the example of modern con- 
trovertiſts; without regarding either their praiſe 
or cenſure, I ſhall, in anſwering Mr, Hiit's ſlanders, 
neither Bz-vzax him, on the one hand, nor B- 
DEVIL him, on the other; but imitate the above 
example as perfectly as I can: doing all (according 
to my meaſure) in the SAME SPIRIT, and with the 
SAME FREEDOM OF LANGUAGE, as a prophet, or as 
an apoſtle would do, ſuppoſe he were in my place. 

Had not Mr. HII, without even a ſhadow of pro- 
vocation, dragged me into the diſpute; and had he 
not moſt cruelly and-unjuſtly abuſed me, I ſhould 
not have concerned myſelf with him. But finceI am . 
preſſed into this ſervice, fince I am dragged into 
the field, the public will expect me, not only to 
vindicate myſelf, but alſo my injured friend, 

I fincerely wiſh that Mr. WesLEY had not con- 
deſcended to take notice of this ſelſ- ſufficient young 
man. For I, who am ſo many degrees Mr, WES- 
LEY'S inferior, find it very difficult to think Mr. 
Rogiaxnd Hill even worth my notice. As a 

| | Calviniſt, 


ih. 
Calviniſt, I do not deſpiſe him. As a perſon who 
formerly feared God, and who, I charitably hope, 
{till fears him in a meaſure, I eſteem and honour 
him. But when I view him as a preacher or a 
writer, I rank him among the moſt contemptible, 
who ever diſgraced a PULPIT Or a PEN, 

But contemptible as he is, he has his admirers, 
Many, becauſe he is the ſon of Sir R. H. will 
conceive every thing of him which 1s great and 
excellent; as if nothing that is mean and contemp- 
tible could be found in the ſon of a great man ! 
Others will highly eſteem him on account of his 
very abſurdities; not. conſidering that they are a 
ſcandal to religion, an inſult to common ſenſe, and 
an offence to every thinking man, To prevent, 
thereſore, the bad influence which, by theſe means, 
his infamous letter may have, is the deſign of the 
following pages. Should this end be anſwered, but: 
in a ſmall degree; and ſhould a little wholeſome 
reproof be of ſervice to this ſelf· important hero, my; 
labour in writing will be abundantly repaid, 
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ROD for a REVILER, Kc. 


PRIL 21, 1777, Mr. WzsLzy preached a ſer- 
mon, on laying the foundation of his chapel, 
near the City-Road; in which he happened to 
mention the name of the late Mr, WnITEZTIEI D. 
Though this was done only in a ſingle ſentence, 
and in terms not in the leaſt diſreſpectful, it gave 
huge offence to Mr. RowLand HIII. In conſe- 
quence, out comes a furious Letter, entitled, © Im- 
& poſture Detected, and the Dead Vindicated.“ 
In this vindication, whole torrents of ſlander and 
abuſe are poured out on Mr, Ws LEX, and that 
too, in a moſt magnificent manner. Multitudes 
beſides, who had no concern in the affair, are molt 
ſhamefully treated: among whom, Mr. HILL has 
thought good to mention me by name. 

I ſhall, therefore, without ceremony, examine 
the particulars contained in Mr. H1l1s Letter; and 
then add a few obſervations upon the whole. 

Page g. Mr. Hirt ſays, „I have often admired 
« the ſweet tautology”—of the precious name of 
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Jesus, “ throughout the whole of St. Paul's epiſ- 
„tles: wherein we ſec, he can ſcarcely write 4 
© SINGLE LINE, Without mentioning and exalting 
„ the Loxy's CurisT.” 

| Partly for my own ſake, and partly for the ſake 
of others, Wh may deſire to fpeak as the oracles 
of God, I have examined this point to the bottom. 
By ſo doing I find, that St. Paul's 14 epiſtles con- 
tain an 100 chapters, That theſe contain 2335 
verſes; That in 1630 af theſe, Chriſt is not men- 
tioned, by ANY NAME, or in ANY OTHER WAY, I 
alſo find, that in each of theſe verles, taken ane 
with another, there are about g lines and an half; 
which, in all, amount to no leſs than 5705 lines 
wherein Chriſt is not mentioned, What an horri 


falſehood, then, has Mr, HILL been guilty of, in tell- 


ing the world, that there is ſcarce a 51NGLE LINE in 
St. PauL's epiſtles* where the name of CnRIST is 
not mentioned! . | 

Page 4. Mr. Hitt -afks, © Now, can a greater 
% contraft be poſſibly conceived, than the preaching 
„ of Mr. Joun Wz5LEzy, and that of the Apoſtles 
4 of old?” Indeed there may. Mr. Rowiansy 
Hirr's preaching, (vulgarly fo called,) is a far 
greater contraſt, 

According to Mr. HII I, the point of contraſt, 
between St. Paut and Mr, Wz5Lzr, is, that the 
former ſo frequently uſed the name of Jzsvs ; but 
the latter ſcarce ever ufed it at all: he fays, 
The bleſſed name of Jeſus is almoſt totally ex- 
« cluded , Now, what would Mr. HILL think, 
x I produced a whole ſermon of St. Paur, where 
that bleſſed name is, not only ALMosT totally ex- 
cluded, but ALTO OTHER ſo? See his moſt cele- 
brated fermon at ATHEns, mentioned, Acts xvii, 
22—31, This, next to our Lord's ſermon on the 
mount, is the moſt excellent diſcourſe of. the kind 
ever delivered. Vet the name of Jesus is totally 
excluded: nor is there the leaſt r nce to him, 
from begirning to enn 
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as a MAN whom God raiſed from the dead, and by 
whom he would judge the world. According, 
then, to Mr, HIrT's account, was not St. Paul a 
greater Deiſt, than even Mr. WESsIEY himſelf ? 
bid.“ Could you ſuppoſe, that an old man, in 
* his low ſituation of life, ſhould be ſufficiently 
© vain and inſolent, to make himſelf the only ſub- 
jet of his own panegyrics ? Can Mr, Hrer, 
prove that Mr, WzsLey has done this? If he can- 
not, why does he © bear falſe witneſs againſt his 
neighbour?” But ſu poſe, in imitation of St. Paus, 
Mr. WesLEy had ſaid any thing of himſelf, which 
envy could conſtrue into ſelf-commendation, where 


is the harm? Certain I am, that if he had fully 
ſpoke as the Oracles of God, he might, with truth, 
and proptiery, have ſaid an hundred times more. 


He might have ſaid, to ſome of his near neighbours, 
„ Ye ſuffer fools gladly!” He might have ſaid, to 
the thouſands of his own ſpiritual children, © Though 
ye have many inſtructors in Chriſt, yet have ye 
not many fathers.” He might haves ſaid, I 
would they were cut off who trouble you.“ He 
might have ſaid, © Are they gentlemen and ſcholars ? 
ſo am I. Are they miniſters of Chriſt? 1 more: in 
labours more abundant, In journeying often, in 
perils of water, in perils of robbers, in perils of mine 
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils 
in the city, in perils in the wildernels, in perils in 
the ſea, in perils among FALSE BRETHREN. In 
wearineſs and painfulneſs, in watchings often, in 
hunger and thirſt, in faſtings often, in cold and na- 
kedneſs. Beſides thoſe things that come u me 
daily, the care of all the churches.” He might have 
ſaid, I ſuppoſe I was not (from the beginning of 
this revival of true religion a whit behind the very 
chiefeſt of your modern apoſtles.” 

Thid. Again.“ Not a fingle line” ſays Mr. Hir, 


_« tending to vindicate, or to illuſtrate, any one fun- 


«© damental doctrine of the goſpel, appears through- 
% out the whole, All the divinity we find in it, are 


« a few 


— 
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„% a few bungling ſcraps of the religion of nature, 
„ viz, Love to God and love to man.“ From hence 
we learn that, according to Mr. Hitt, Love to God 
and love to man, are no fundamental doctrines of 
the goſpel : that they are only ſome * ſcraps” (no- 
thing material) „of the religion of nature,” But 
the accounts given of this love, both by CHRIST 
and by St. Paul, are quite different. CHRIST ſays, 
that to love God with all our heart, is the firſt and 

reat commandment: that the next is like unto it, 
Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf, And to 
convince the Jews of the fundamental neceſſity of 
this love, he tells them, This is the law and the 
prophets: that is, the ſum of all they required or 
taught, And St. Paul ſays, It is the end of the 


. commandment, and the fulfilling of the law: that 


without it, all eloquence, knowledge, faith and 
external obedience is nothing, Yea, certain it is, 
that this love is the sud AND SUBSTANCE of ALL 
religion, whether natural or revealed ; whether of 
heaven or earth, of time or eternity, How extra- 
ordinary then is it, that this HALF-FLEDGED divine 
ſhould diſcover, that the ſubſtance of ALL rEL1G10N 
is no fundamental part of Ax religion; that it is 
only a scRAr, even, of the religion of nature! 
But, Mr, HILL ſays, This“ love to God and all 
„ mankind is all the divinity we find in this ſer- 
* mon,” I anſwer; in page 20, we are told of 
God's © having firſt loved us, as the fountain of all 
„ the good we have received, and of all we ever 
hope to enjoy.” In page 21, we have an account 
of the inward and outward fruits of the love of 
God and our neighbour, Ipringing from his love to 
us. Where this” love is,“ A Mr. WrsiEv, 
there are virtue and happineſs going hand in 
* hand, There is humbleneſs of mind, gentleneſs, 
*« long-ſuffering, the whole image of God, at the 
<« ſame time a peace that paſleth all underſtanding, 
© with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. This 
„religion of love has its ſeat in the inmoſt ſoul, 
but 
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© but it is ever ſhewing forth its ſruits, continually 
e ſpringing up, not only in all innocence; (for love 
« worketh no ill to his neighbour) but likewiſe in 
*every kind of beneficence, ſpreading virtue and 


« happinels to all around it.“ Now, in this paſſage 


we have a ſhort ſyſtem of prattical religion. For, 
1. We have an account of God's love to us, as the 
foundation, both of our mercies and duties. 2, We 
have an account of our love to God and our neigh- 


bour, as a fruit of God's love to us. g. We have, 


an account of that humbleneſs of mind, &c. &c. 
which proceeds from that inward principle of love. 


And, 4. We have an account of that innocence, 


virtue and beneficence, which are the fruit of all 
the reſt. What a ſhameful untruth then is it, that 
* NOT A SINGLE LINE, tending to vindicate, or 
vito illuſtrate, any one fundamental dottrine of the 
6 goſpel, appears throughout the whole?“ 

But if theſe are not fundamental dottrines, pray, 
what are? Why, to be ſure, the doctrine of eternal 
decrees! The doctrine which ſuppoſes God to be 
the author of fin. The doctrine of unconditional 
election and reprobation. The doctrine which 
makes God to be an abſolute tyrant; and which 
turns angels and men into mere machines! Theſe 
doctrines, theſe quack-doftrines, which are ſo diſ- 
honourable to God; ſo dangerous to men; ſo con- 
trary to ſcripture; and to the common ſenſe of the 
whole woe are thy fundamentals, O Calviniſm! - 

Again. By only eraſing about half a dozen 
„lines from the whole, I might defy the ſhrewdeſt 
of his readers to diſcover, whether the lying 
+ apoſtle of the Foundery be a Few,.a Papiſt, a 
„% Pagan, or a Turk.” The deſign of this ſermon 
was, to give an hiſtoric account of the riſe and 
progrels of 'the preſent revival of religion, There- 
ore, to have been very doctrinal on the occaſion, 
though it might have done very well in Mr. 
Hill's Tugging and Pulling,” (as lately, in a great 
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congregation, he called his own preaching) it muſt 
riot be expected in a ſermon oh the learned and 
judicious Mr, WzsLEv. Nevertheleſs, we find the 
ſubſtance of the goſpel introduced therein on vari- 
ous occaſions, | 

That there has been a great revival of religion, 
and by what means it EV. rs and carried on, 1s 
the ſum of the firſt 19 pages. That it conſiſts in 
love to God and-our neighbour, producing holineſs 
and happineſs, and proceeding from the love of 
God to us, is the ſole buſineſs of page 20, 21, and 
part of 22, That it is the religion of the bible, of 
the primitive church, and of the church of England, 
is declared in part of the 22d, the 2gd, 24th, and 
1 of the agth es. Its ſeaſonableneſs, exten- 
-fivenelſs, . fwikine s, depth, purity, reaſonableneſs, 
and freeneſs from bigotry, is ſhewn- from the 24th 
to the 25th Page. From the 35th to the 44th page, 
is ſhewn, , how ſome of its profeſſors negletted, 
flighted or left the church; and how. others clave 
to it, as well as they could, The laſt 3 pages 
contain an-application of the whole: the ſum of 
which is, Are you a partaker of this“ —“ reli- 
gion?” Are you a lover of God and all man- 
« kind ? Does your heart glow with gratitude to 
« the“ Fathet of the ſpirits of all fleſh, who 
«. giveth you life, breath, and all things? who 
. hath given his Son, his only Son, that we might 
« not- perifh, but have everlaſting life? Do you 
love your . Does your behaviour evi- 
4. dence this? The whole then concludes, with an 
exhortation, to unite tn praiſing God, in bringing 
glory to him, and peace among men, and in pro- 
moting the welfare of religion, „among all we 
© have any intercourfe with.“ 

Now, reader, will the eraſing off“ about half a 
et dozen lines out of this diſcourſe, leave it doubt- 
ful; „ whether the lying apoſtle of the Foundery be 
Ga Fw, a Papiſt, a Pagan, or a Turk?” Does 

not the remark rather ſhew; what a ſpiteful, paſſion- 
ate, 
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ate, random talker, the Ly1xc Oracle of the Taber- 
nacle is? a | 
Page g. Had this falſe accuſer,” fays Mr. Hitz, 
« written ten times more abſ{urdly” —* than he has“ 
if he could but have kept his ungenerous, his 
„ ſacriligious hand, from violating the aſhes of the 
„ dead, (I mean, from traducing and miſrepreſent- 
ing the character of dear Mr. WUITETIEI D/) I 
„ ſhould not have troubled the public, with any 
% remarks either on the preacher or his preach- 
ment. But to ſee ſo great, fo uſeful, ſo amia- 
A ble, ſo holy, ſo reſpetable a man of God, as the 
* ever-memorable Mr. WuITETIETLo, ſcratched out 
of his grave by the claws of a deſigning wolf! 
is enough to make the very ſtones cry: out”, 
This paragraph, naturally leads the reader to ſup- 
poſe, that Mr, We5tty has faid ſomething en- 
tremely diſreſpectful of Mr. Wawrre#isiD: that be 
has certainly calumniated and abuſed him in the 
.moſt illiberal and eruel manner, But has Mr. 
West done this? Far from it. All he has ſaid 
is, + But a good man, who met with us at Oxford, 
© while he was abſent from us eonverſed- much 
« with diſſenters, and contracted a ſtrong prejudige 
« againſt the church. I mean Mr, WartzrigLD: 
and not long after, he totally ſeparated from us. 
See page 42. | | 
No, who could imagine that theſe few, harm- 
Tbefs words, which are all, that concern Mr. Witz- 
71215, in the whole ſermon, ſhould ſo enrage this 
gentleman, as to occaſion that torrent of diabolical 
abuſe, which fills a whole fixpenny pamphlet! 
Does not this demonſtrate, however deficient Mr. 
Hirt may be in other reſpects, that he bas @ pleni- 


tude of calvinian ranour ? | 

Ibid. . Obſerve the remark,” fays. Mr, HA 
« with which the libeller begins his tale: viz, that 
© he did not intend to conhder with What view 
«the Holy Spirit 2 the words of the ut, 
2 ut 


1 
« but to accommodate and bend it to his own little 
op 1 But by what authority he thus pre- 
ſumes to twiſt and torture the word of God“ 
„cannot underſtand,” I anſwer: to accommo- 


date a text of ſcripture, in order to introduce a re- 
ligious ſubject, is not twiſting and torturing the 


word of God. It is no more than what the wiſeſt 


and beſt of men have done in all ages: inſtances 
of which are innumerable, Mr. Hitt, by deny- 
ing it, betrays, either his very great ignorance, or 
elle, a moſt vile and precipitate ſpirit, which hur- 
ries him on to ſay almoſt any thing. 


Page 6. The diQtatorial Mr, Joun” —« lyingly 


„maintains, that he himfelf was and is the great 


l apoſile of this mighty work.” Ianſwer; what Mr, 
WESIEV maintains is, that he was the original in ſtru- 
ment in this work. And that he was, will appear from 
the following particulars. 1. This work originated 
in ne where a number of young gentlemen 
united together, to aſſiſt each other in underſtand- 
ing the ſcripture; and to provoke one another to 
love and to good works. 2. Mr, Joux WesLEy 
was THE TiRs T of thoſe who evidenced a concern 
for religion ; and the perſon who ſet on foot that 
union juſt mentioned. g. It was ſome years after, 
that Mr. WrrTtzrigELD was admitted into this ſo- 
ciety, of original Methodiſts, And as to. the firſt 
who prezched in the open air, Mr. WESsIEY has not 
ſaid one word concerning it in the whole ſermon, 
But in his anſwer to Mr, H III,; he ſays, I may 


„ obſerve, (if it be worth obſerving) that I preach- | 


ed in the open air in October 1735. Mr. WRITE 
« ED was not then ordained,” page 4. Now, 
will, Mr. HT deny theſe facts? Very likely he 
will, the next time his briſtles are raiſed ! | 

Page 7. © I will not make it a matter of enquiry, 
© whether Mr. WIT ETI ID or Mr. Jour, firft 
read that poor piece of Pelagian divinity, Taylor's 
i Holy-Ltving and Dying. How 2 — 
220 * ant 
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Fant. is it, for a young man, who, in almoſt every” 
ſenſe of the word, is ſo extremely inſignificant, to 
pronounce his Lilliputian ſentence on ſo great and 
uleful a work, of ſo wiſe and holy a man?; 
Lid. Mr. Hitt next proceeds to ſtate a fact or 
« two, which Mr..Joax,” as he fays, would 
“ much rather I ſhould ſmother in ſilence.“ The 
firſt of theſe facts is, Dear Mr. Wulrgzrirro 
being convinced of ſin, and of ſalvation through 
« Chriſt alone; firſt went forth, and“ “ preached”? 
——* Jeſus the Lord.” I anſwer again: preaching 
in the open air was not the origin of Methodiſm, 
For the name, Methodift, was given long before 
there was any held-preaching, This is a fact which. 
Mr. HII IL wants to keep out of fight, And whereas 
he ſays, Mr. Wulrzrigrp © firſt went forth,” &c. 
what is ſaid above demonſtrates the contrary, _- 
Page 8. What fort of doctrine he ſhould incul- 
© cate” — * was preſently decided, by the well- 
„% known fact of Fs caſting, lots for has creed,” On 
this, as well as on other occaſions, it is hard to 
avoid being too ſevere : it is hard not to believe 
that the relaters of this ſtory are totally void. of 
veracity, honour, and conſcience. For the. well- 
known fact (as has often been declared) is neither 
more nor leſs than this, When Mr, Wuiririz ro, 
by. embracing, and preaching Calviniſm, turned 
aſide from the original doctrines of Methodiſm, it 
was a doubt with Mr. Wirst, not whether he 
ſhould sz112ve Calviniſm ;. but whether he ſhould 
PREACH and PRINT againſt it, or not. What made 


© this a matter of doubt, was, if he did expreſs] 


preach and prone againſt it, in ſo doing he ſhould 
oppoſe Mr, Wurrzz1zip,. whom he dearly. loved. 
On the other hand, if he did not preach and print 
againſt it, Mr. WuirzriELp's great influence would 
draw vaſt multitudes into his miſtake. In this 
ſtrait, it is true, he caſt a lot, which came up to 
this. effect: as thou dey long believed. Calviniſm 
| 1 © p 15 * 4 ———_ to» 


% 


TY 
to be a deluſion, regardleſs of friends and enemies, 


reach and print againſt it. Now, will goo 
men ? will men of honour? will men who make 
the ſmalleſt pretente to integrity, conſcience, truth, 
juſtice, or any thing elſe that is good, call this, 
« Caſting lots for his EDF“ F 

Suppoſe I BzLitved that a certain divine, well 
known in the College of Dublin, by the name of 
Jorivs-Casan-Avcusrvs-MonTacuz-WEsLEv- 
Weurrterittd Tor rAbr, was an "EXCEEDING bad 
man ? Suppoſe then I ſhould caſt alot to determine 
whether or no I 'ſhould bern to the world 
What I had already believed? Would not every 
one ſee that the lot was not intended tb influence 
the paſt or preſent ACT OF BELIEVING ; but to de- 
termine the ruTuRE vs to be made of that act? 
Now this was Mr. WskEv's caſe: he caſt a lot, 
not to determine, WHAT HE SHOULD THEN DE- 
LIEVE; but WHAT USE HE SHOULD MAKE IN FU- 
TURE of the thing believed. As this has been de- 
clared, over and over again, is it not ſurpriſing 
that theſe gentlemen, regardlefs of all that has been 
faid to the contrary, ſhould ſtil} publiſh to the 
world, that Mr, WzsTEv, Cans... to the Rx ve 
x:nD MR. Juiivs-Casar-Aucusrus-MonTACUE- 
WrsTZV-WIITETIZID Tor rapy,) toffed up a ſhil- 
ling, ar according to Mr. ROwWIAvUùã§ HiLt, caſt 
lots, for his Creed? Now, in the name of all that 
is good, I aſk, what has inſpired thefe gentlemen to 
net, lye and abufe, in fo ſhocking a man- 
ner? What has inſpired them Tabs to perſiſt in ſlan- 
ders? to ſport with fafſchoods? to rejoice in Migulty ? 

Page 9. Once upon a time,” fays Mr. Hitt, 
* we find him fitting, in the Norwich ſtage-cgac 
« wrapt up in profound meditation,” —*« e fir 
« thing that occurred to his conſideration was, 
„ Whether a, perſon, might be a ſincere Chriſtian; 
* and deny ihe fhraſe, mputed righteouſneſs.” — 
He then” —* aſks,” Fa man may not be a Chrif- 
w 4 * tian, 


E 


tian, and deny the thing? He directly deter- 
« mines, that a perſon certainly may. Thus, at two 
*« ſtrides, he completely gots rid of the rightebuſ- 
6*-neſfs of Chriſt,” By being a. Chriſtian, Mr. 
Wrskzr meant, the bein ſuch a penitent, loving, 
obedient believer in Chriſt, as to be ſaved by him. 
Now, who but ignorant, or hot-headed, ranting, 
Antinomian Calviniſts, will deny this ? Mr. Law, 
för inſtance, who was one of the 'wifeſt and beſt 
men in the land, denied both the name and the 
thing. Will any candid man venture to ſay, he 
was no Chriſtian? and that, of conſequence, he 
is gone to the devil? If no one can be a Chriſtian, 
without underſtanding and believing all that is, ſome 
way or other, material in Chriſtianity, what, I 
Prays is Mr, Hits himſelf? What are moſt of the 
Id women, and boys and girls, who hear him; 
who know (accurately) little'more of 'the \matter, 


than ſo many cocks and hens ? And what, in ſhort, - 


is almoſt the whole world, which is ſo much di- 
vided concerning every doctrine of our holy reli- 
gion ? ' | 

* bid.“ Now mark how, at two ſtrides more, he 
ee dexterouſly lands at DEI SM itfelf, For he next 
„ aſks the fame queſtions concerning the phraſe, 
then concerning the doctrine, of the ATN 
„ MENT 3 and then gives them both alſo up.“ He 
does no ſuch thing. He only ſays, a man may be 
a ſincere Chriſtian, that is, a ſincere worſhipper of 
Chriſt, like Mr. Law, and others, who 'neither 
believe, nor underſtand, all the queſtions and diſ- 
tinctions, which concern this matter, But as to Mr. 
West himſelf, it is a moſt intamous ſlander to 
fay, that he gives up the doctrine of the atonement, 


His anſwer to Mr. Law and others ; his eommen- 


tary, hymns and ſermons, demonſtrate that he is 
as remote from this, as light is from darkneſs, or 
(Which is nearly the ſame) as Mr, RowLcand Hruz 


is from truth and juſtice, th 


Pago 


| 1 
Page 10. In the year 1770, he“ poſitivehy 


* RECANTED and RENOUNCED. the grand Proteſtant 
« do&rine of juſtification by faith alone; and expli- 
« citly-avowed the Popiſi hereſy of ſalvation by the 
merit of works.” Mr. HiLL may as well ſay, Mr. 
WesLEY renounced the being of a God; and avow- 
ed that Mr. HII never calumniated, belied, or 
flandered in all his life, But ought he not to be 
aſhamed of urging theſe objections, While ſo. many 
replies to them, remain unanſwered? Is this any 
proof that he is a candid inquirer after truth? 

Page 11. As to what he, ſays concerning Mr. 
Wes1zv's © lay-lubbers,” it comes with a very 
bad grace from Mr. RowWIAN D HII; ſeeing, with 
the advantages, of being a member of ſo. reſpectable 
a family; of having had an univerſity education; 


and of being called Maſter of Arts, he found it 


fo very hard, to even, ſo far, as HALF-WAY 
into orders! and ſeeing he could not get thus far, 


without bitking the Biſhop, by solzux TT yRO- 


M1S1NG that conformity and obedience to the laws. 
of the church, which he has fince never paid. 
and which, 1 fear, he never Ix TEN DEU to pay. 
O, how much more honourable is it, to be an ho- 
neſt lay fang · man, than to become a clergyman on 
ſuch terms! f | 


And as to that part of the epithet, lubbers,” I 


ſcarce know one among all Mr, WESIExv's preach- 


ers, who is ſo great a lubber as Mr. H1ts himſelf. 


Some years ago when, as a lay-man, he proaches 


for Mr. WesLey, in the North of England, he 


had the vanity, to aſk Mr, J. A. 4 What do the 


people think of my preaching ?” and was an- 


fwered, © It is well you are the ſon of Sir RowiAx o 


«+ Hil,” Lav-lubber as Mr. H1L1 was, he perfectly 


* 


underſtood Mr. A. “s N viz. that if it had 
not been for the name of his family, ſcarce any one 
would hear that moſt conſummate nonſenſe, Which, 


fo rapidly iſſued out of his mouth !. 


- 
- 
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The following circumſtance is a demonſtration of 


Mr. Hitt's lay-lubberly behaviour, as a preacher, 


Notice being given at Halifax in Yorkſhire, that a 
ſon of Sir 3 HILL was to preach in the 
Methodiſt chapel, a great multitude came to hear: 
among whom were many of the clergy, and other 
principal inhabitants of the town. About the 
middle of his ſermon (ſo called) Mr. HIII put 
both his hands on his mouth; and in the tone of a 
great lubberly ſchool-· boy, (when hors'd,) roared out, 

„O, my tooth! my tooth! my tooth!” Then, 
with both hands cleaving to his jaw, lifted up his 
head towards the gallery; and, with a moſt lub- 
berly waine, told a genteel audience, I was at 
a love-feaſt yeſterday; where, on biting a piece 
* of a cake, I met with a ſtone which broke my 
* tooth.” Then, bellowed out again, O, my 
* tooth! my tooth! Where is Mr. A?” (whom he 
wanted to preach in his ſtead,) After repeating 
the 8 — times, down he came out of the 
pulpit; when Mr. A. moſt heartily aſhamed, both 
of Mr. HILL and his roorn, went up, and, with 


a ſhort prayer, diſmiſſed the people. 


Now, of all the “ lay-lubbers, in Mr, Wezs- 
LEY's connection, I am poſitive there is not one 
among them, who would not be moſt heartily 
aſhamed of ſuch prepoſterous behaviour; for, what- 
ever they know or are beſides, they are taught to 
be ſerious and decent, when they ſtand up in the 


name of the Living God: and in this they are an 


example well worthy of Mr. HILr's imitation, {/ 
Thid, Will not any one, who has read the writ- 
ings of Mr, ToeLavy, and of Mr. Ricuard and 
ROwWw-IAN D Hitt, think it very LAUGHABLE to 
hear either of them talk, of “ all poſſible candour 
and forbearance' having been ſhewn, to Mr. 
WesLev, by the Calviniſts! For is it not evident, 
to the whole nation, at leaſt, that, for ſeveral 
ears, they have been the greateſt perſecutors he 


has had in the world ? 


Page 


E 


Page 11. The Foundery barometer, ſeems, how- 
ever, at laſt, to be at ſome ſort of a ſtand, Hav- 
ing ſunk to its loweſt ebb, it can fink no lower.“ 
One proof of this is, that, at this very time, Mr, 
Werz v's friends are laying out about 7000 pounds, 
(O, grief of heart!) in building him a chapel, &c. 
Another is, that the members of his ſocieties mul- 
tiply, annually, to the amount of about 2000 perſons. 
Thele are the facts; but, good Mr. Hitt ſpeaks, 
not according to them, but ſimply as he would 

have it to be. 

Ibid. Mr. Hits ſays, Mr. Wrs TE is moſt 
© marvellouſly curious in forbidding his preachers 
„to ſay My Lady.“ Mr, WesLzgy's words are, 
„Do not imitate them,” (Lady HunTixcpoN's 
{cholars,) - in ſcreaming, allegorizing, calling them- 
„ ſelves ordained, BoAsSTING themſelves of their 
learning, the college, or my Lady.” This is not 
forbidding them to ſay, my lady; but rather, not 
to imitate her ſcholars in abſurdity and vaix BOAST= 
18G, Here then is another proof that Mr, H III 
is © moſt marvellouſly curious in! the art of miſ- 
reprefencation and falſehood. 

Page 12. A vaſt number of ſluts,” ſays Mr, 
HII, '* have taken poſſeſſion of the preaching- 
* houſes,” Mr. WesLey ſaid no fuch thing, __ 
were not preaching-houſes, but dwelling-houſes whi 
were ſpoken of: „ and female fervants (by chari- 
* table courteſy called maids.) —Reader, are there 
many, even, of che d ſort, in London, who are ca- 
Pable of ſuch coaRsE-ABUSE, as is here given, by a 
chriſtian miniſter, to a number of ſerious, chriſtian 

ple But be they maids or whores, they are not 
fervants, but miſtreſſes that were ſpoken of. Why, 

* ſays this Solomon in a caſſock, fluts are to be A 
** out, by not letting them come in, Moſt Gudiciouſty 
% and profoundly obſerved,” But whatever the 
obſervation is, it is none of Mr. Wzsizy's. His 
words are, Complaint 3s made that ſluts ſpoil our 
„ houfes. 


* . — 
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« houſes, How can we prevent this? Let no 
„ known flut live in any of them.“ What a Solo- 
mon in a caſſock muſt he be, who, without fear 
or ſhame, can thus ſacrifice truth and juſtice to a 
ſcrap of low wit ? But is it not very extraordinary, 
that a young man, ſo renowned for his littleneis of 
add ſhould thus ſneer at Mr. WESIENY ? 
a gentleman whole character, for ſenſe and learn- 
ing, has been eſtabliſhed ſo long before Mr. HII 
was born? Does it not ſhew that he is no Conjurer 
who could not foreſee, that every man of ſenſe 
would laugh, to hear Mr. ROwWwIAND HILL talk. 
thus of Mr, WesLEty ! 

Thid, “ But the ſum and ſubſtance of what he 
« ſeems principally to have in view, is, to cajole 
„% the world into a belief, that he and his followers 


« are wonderfully ſtaunch for the Cu uA of Eng- 


© land : ſince both her doctrine and diſcipline he 
t pretends exceedingly to revere. ! Suppoſe him, 
% however, for a moment, to be a churohman, As 
% ſuch; what muſt his creed be? Not uncondi- 
tional predeſtination : that is, not that God from 
eternity, hath, for his own glory, unchangeahly 
fore-ordained whatſoever comes to paſs—ngt: that: 
he is the author of ſin—not that, he hach uncondie 
tionally elected a ſmall number to ſalvation, and 
unconditionally reprobated all the roſt not that 
the ele& and reprobate are mere machines: unable 
to move one way or the other, but according to the 
eternal decree, That this is not to be his creed, 
as a churchman, appears from hence, that there- is 


not one word of any ſuch thing in either of the three 


creeds adopted by the church of England, That 
in her office of baptiſm, in her catechiſm, in her 
confirmation office, in her common prayers, in her 
communion ſervice, in her office for matrimony, in 
her form of prayer for the ſick, in her burial. ſer- 
vice, and in 38 of her articles, ſne ſuppoles and 
aſſerts the direct contrary: ſhe ſuppoſes that >> 
cer 


40 


her members is, or may be, in a ſtate of ſalvation, 
This 1 have moſt abſolutely demonſtrated in my 
Scourge to Calumny, And as to the 17th article, I 
have ſhewn that it does, and musT ſpeak of condi- 
tional predeſtination and election; or elſe that the 
church of England is, abſolutely, the moſt incon- 
ſiſtent and moſt ridiculous church in all the world. 
Her homilies alſo, I have ſhewn to be full, and 
uniform, for univerſal redemption ; and, particular- 
17 the homily of FaLLING awar, which allerts, in 
the f aineſt terms, that a perſon may partake of the 
moſt ſpecial grace of God, and aſterwards fall and 
periſh for ever, Whoever ſhall think it worth 
while to read the above tract, and alſo what Mr, 
SELLON has wrote on the ſubject, will ſee this mat- 
ter in a clear light. As to dottrine, therefore, 


Mr. WesLEY is a true member of the church of 


England, | 
Page 1g. According to Mr, HII, If Mr, 
WesLEy would be a churchman, & (1.) He muſt 
« deny free will, agreeable to Article X.“ I an- 
ſwer, He muſt deny that the will, is, ſince the. 
fall, naturally free ; but not that it is made free by 
the grace of God. The former he does deny ; the 
latter he afſerts, Was he, with the Calviniſts, to 
deny both the one and the other, he muſt contra- 
dict the bible, the church, and matter of fact: he 
muſt deny all free agency, and aſſert that we are all 
like ſo many ſtocks and ſtones, which would be 
to contradi& the conſtant feelings of all mankind, 
in all generations. (2.) He muſt deny ſalvation 
„by works; agreeable to Articles XI and XII, 
% which aſſert juſtification by faith alone,” I an- 
ſwer, He does aſſert juſtification by faith alone, as 
much as the church of England does ; yea, and as 
much as any man upon earth can do, without be- 
ing an abſolute Antinomian. But Mr. WESsLEV 
dares not aſſert, that we are eternally ſaved, with- 
out evangelical, chriſtian works, To aſſert this, 
; 5G, | THAT would 


;© 
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would be to contradict both the church of England 
and the bible: who equally maintain, That by 
works faith is made perfect, and that God will ro- 
ward every man according to his works, (3. 

& To be a churchman, he muſt likewiſe hold, they 
« are to be had accurſed, who preſume to ſay, that 
«every man ſhall be ſaved by the law or the ſect 


he profeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to frame his 


« life according to that law and the light of nature: 
« Article XVIII.“ This article does not anathe- 
matize thoſe who believe that all denominations of 
Chriftian-worfhippers may be ſaved, their little doc- 

trinal differences notwithſtanding : but thoſe who 
lay, Pagans, Jews, Mahometans, and Chriſtians 
will equally be ſaved, if they act according to 
their principles, and the light of nature, Can Mr. 
HIIL prove that Mr, WesLey ever ſaid this? 
« Apain,” ſays Mr, Hitt, . As a churchman, he 
% muſt call it,” (the predeſtination and election 
mentioned in the XVIIth Article,) “ a godly. con- 
& fſideration, and declare it to be full of i ſweet, 
„ pleaſant, and unſpeakable comfort.” - To make 


ſo much as a ſhadow of conſiſtency in the church 


of England, that article muſt be ſuppoſed to intend 
CONDITIONAL predeſtination and election. In this 
ſenſe Mr. WesLEY may have honeſtly ſubſcribed 
it, and may call the conſideration of it a godly con- 
ſideration, and declare it to be full of ſweet, plea- 
ſant and unſpeakable comfort. Slab 56 28 
bid. As a church of Englandman, he muſt 
« deny that people may take upon them the proper 
& office of the miniſtry, unleſs lawfully called there- 
« to.” Mr, WESsIE V does deny this. And therefore 
no lay-preacher is allowed to take upon him the 
& ruLI work of the miniſtry.” And it was: not 
through choice, but neceſſity, that, for a few 
months, he allowed Mr. P., G. and Mr. J. M. to 
adminiſter the Lord's Supper to a large body of 


Difſenters, who on . I Wes put themſelves 


under 
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under his care. And if this temporary compliance, 
with the prejudices of the people, proves Mr, ME s- 
LEY to be no churchman ; St. Paur's compliance 
with the prejudice of the Jews, in circumciſmg 
Tinornv, will equally prove the great apoſtle to 
be no chriſtian: ſeeing that what he did is as ſtrongly 
prohibited in the bible,\as what Mr, WESsIE did, 
1s by the church of England. 

Page 14. As a churchman, Mr. Jonx, to be ſure, 
* could never wiſh to add himſelf to the number of 
* Engliſh biſhops”—* Yet this he ſtrove to do.“ In 
anſwer to this, Mr. Ws IE ſays, © I deny the fact; 
let him” (Mr. H11.1) “produce his evidence.“ If 
he cannot do it, the world muſt look upon him 
as a polemical poltron. 
bid. © His favourite doctrine of perfection“ 
« ſhews to what church he belongs.” It does: 
"even to that church which ſays, „ Cleanſe the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inſpiration of thy 
holy ſpirit, that we may PERFECTLY LOVE THEE, 
„and worTHILY MACN1FY thy holy name.” 
Page 13. Shall we, next, examine him, in re- 
4 gard to his conformity to the diſcipline of the 
„ church?“ By all means. For certain, I am, 
it will appear, that while Mr. WESsIIZV was in the 
church, he was, almoſt to an extreme, tenacious 
of her diſcipline; and fince her doors have been 
ſhut againſt him, he has ſtuck to her fide, as cloſe 
as he could, conſiſtent with the duty he owed to 
God, and to the ſouls of men. 
"© Thid. As to Biſhop Exasmus, Mr. Hit ſays, 
- Whether the 'mumbler was a 12 or a fick- 
: * 2ocket,' no one, as yet, has been able to find out.“ 
- Here is another notorious falſehood. For Dr. ]. 
to my certain knowledge, wrote to the Patriarch of 
Smyrna concerning the affair, who wrote back, 


"that Exa$Mus. was biſhop of Arcadia, in Crete; 
and that the Turks drove him from his biſhopric, 
for having baptized a Muſſelman into the fait -v 
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Chriſt, Now, who but Mr. HIT, and his col- 


leagues, could treat ſuch a venerable fugitive in ſo 

diſreſpectful and  unchriſtian a manner: calling 

him © A long-bearded foreigner, (who might, per- 

e haps — have been termed a wandering few] 
and who © Was in England, impoſing on the cre- 

& dulous, and fleecing the ſimple of their money 

„ which mumbler was a pick-pocket or a Jew,” 

See, reader, in what manner this Elect Reformer, of 
the double and treble reformed, receives ſtrangers ! 

And ſee how full he is of that charity that thinketh 

no evil! Was Mr. HII to be driven from England 

to Crete, would he like to be treated in this man- 

ner? 

Ibid. Mr. HII ſays, © He is doing all he can to 
enlarge the body of diſſenters wherever he goes,” 
How hardy is Mr. Hitz. to aſſert this? © It is well 
„known, though I am ſorry for the defect, that 
e there is no toleration for the doct᷑rinal denyers of 
* our national creeds,.” As there is not one word, 
in our national creeds about Predeſtination, we 
conclude that the oppoſite is the doctrine thereof; 
and that whoever preaches. Predeſtination, does 
virtually deny the doctrines of thoſe creeds, Mr. 
Hirt, therefore, as a Predeſtinarian, may well be. 
forry for that defect, ſeeing the want of that tole- 
ration ſo nearly concerns himſelf, and every other 
Predeſtinarian. 

Lid. 1 have very little doubt, that ja man of 
« his lax honeſty would!“ for profht's Take, pro- 
« feſs himſelf as ſtaunch a Calviniſt as any in the 
© land,” If Mr. Hil poſſeſſad and exerciſed, on 
this. occaſion, the charity that belzeveth all things, 
he would have very much doubted of this. Indeed, 
the hundreds and thouſands who are for ever drain- 
ing Mr. WesLzy's pocket, very often to the laſt 
ſhilling,are ſo many witneſſesthat he, to be lure, would 
turn Calviniſt, Turk, or Devil © for prokit's faxe!“ 
Thoſe about him, likewiſe, who are cyc-witnellzs | 

C 2 ot 
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of what he does with ſmaller or greater ſums, can 
teſtify the ſame thing. Thoſe, in particular, who, 
à few years ago, {aw and experienced his generoſity 
in giving away, by fifties and hundreds, the thou- 
{and pounds left him by Miſs L—n, Thoſe alſo 
who heard him declare, about 12 months ago, * I 
have now paid for the paper and printing of the 
« Hiſtory of England; and find that I am about 
* 2001, in pocket by the ſale of that work; but as 
life is uncertain, I will take care to diſpoſe 
* of it before the end of the week :” which he 
accordingly did. And a few days ago, Mr. ]. A. 
toid me, We muſt ſtop printing for a while, 
For Mr, Ws IE gives away his money lo faſt, 
that I have none left for printing or paper.“ 
Indeed, the nation in general has long age 
been fully ſatished on this head: and none more 
ſo, than the late Mr. Wairter1t1D, Lady Hux- 
TINCDON, and thouſands of their reſpective fol- 
lowers, What then, in the name of truth, could 
2 on Mr, HII Ii to inſinuate ſo great a falſo- 
100d ; nay, to aſſert it to all the world! while he 
knew (unleſs he has really got a flaw in his know- 
ing faculty) that not one in ten thouſand, of thoſe 
who know any thing of the matter, will believe 
one word he ſays. 

Whether Mr. WzsLtey or Mr. WIr ETI ID 
was the under- rapper, is as immaterial to the 
world, as it is to both theſe gentlemen. However, 
it is certain that Mr. WzsLEY was a Fellow of, 
and a Tutor in his college, when he admitted Mr. 
Wulrzrirro (then a young ſervitor) into the ori- 
ginal ſociety of Methodiſts, where he was inſtruct- 
ed in the ways of God, and encouraged to walk 
therein: in conſequence of which, and in gratitude 
to his benefactor, he fo often ſubſcribed himſelf, 
% Your dutiful, your obliged and affectionate Son, 
& c. Theſe things are known to thouſands, though 
Mr. HILL has braſs enough, in his narrow face, to 
inſinuate the contrary. 
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Page 17. In fome points of diſcipline, it is true, 
& that” (the Calviniſt lay-preachers) © are con- 
« ſtrained to vary” from the diſcipline of the 
church, © But, even here, by no means through 
& choice” — © but, merely, through neceſſity. 
What neceſlity is there of mere lay-men wearing, 
furplices, gowns and bands; of their reading the 
liturgy of the church of England, and of their 
uſing her forms in adminiſtering the Lord's Sup- 
er? Is not all this through mere choice, without 
o much as a ſhadow of neceſhty ? When Mr. B. 
who was ordained by Biſhop Exammus, preached, 
& c. in a Calvinian chapel, he did it, not only in 
the full habits of an Engliſh clergyman : but alſo 
in the ſcarſ of one of Lady HexTincpow's chap- 
lains. When my friend objected to this laſt piece 
of pageantry, as knowing he had no more right to 
it, than to the tripple crown of Rome, he was 
hlenced, with a kind of rebuke, for his needleſs ſeru- 
b uloſity. Pray, will Mr. Hitt ſay, that all this 
— uffing, was „ merely, through neceſ- 
« fity;” and that it was, „by no means througl 
% choice?“ 
id. He” (Mr. WesLev) © was lately detect᷑- 
& ed, by ſome religious and reſpettful friends at 
& Briſtol, in a moſt wilful, groſs, and anominABLE 
« uxTRUTH,” I poſitively aver, that, in declaring 
this, Mr, HIL is guilty of the very crime which he 
would father on Mr. WesLzY, And for proof of 
this, I refer the reader to the tracts written by Mr, 
West, Mr. FieTCHEeR, and myſelf, in anſwer 
to Mr. Evaxs, | 
Page 18. Mr. Hitt proceeds, © Mr, Wur- 
FIELD, fays he,” [Mr. Wesrtegy | © by converſing 
with diſfenters, contrafted ſtrong grejudices againſt 
& the church, In the name of all that is good, what 
could be. his reaſon for palming this bare-faced 
« falſehood upon the world? That Mr. M'uirz- 
IETI was ſtrongly prejudiced in favour of the 
C diſſenters, 
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diſſenters, as diſſenters, and, of conſequence, in the 
{ame proportion prejudiced againſt the church, is 
notorious, I mylcl have, perhaps, on forty occa- 
fons, both at my own houle and elſewhere, heard 
him ſpeak, with great partiality; of our Engliſh 
diſſenters, in general: particularly of the Puritans 
of old, and alſo, of our modern Preſbyterians, (if 
they were not Arians, &c.) Independents, and Bap- 
tiſts, And the whole world knows how uncom- 


monly fond he was of the Scotch Preſbyterians, 
and of the American Independents ; while the Epil- 


copalians, in beth thele countries, were almolt en- 
tirely overlooked by him. The preachers, the 
writers, the books he ſpake of with peculiar de- 
light, were, nine times in ten, thoſe of Preſpyte— 


rians, Independents; and Baptiſts, And every one 


knows, who had the honour of his acquaintance, 
that his {avourite commentator was, not HaumoND, 

not Writer, but the Preſoyterian Mr, Hex&v. 
And as his peculiar attachment to thele diſſen— 
ters, &c. was {o viſible, it is no wonder if it met 
with a reciprocal return, Accordingly we nd him 
almoſt idolized by the different bodies of Diſſen- 
ters, both teachers and hearers. This was notori— 
oully the caſe in England, Scotland, and America, 
Compared to theſe, the notice taken of him by the 
clergy and laicty of the Church of England was 
very ſmall, And as to Tottenham-Court Chapel, it 
is not true that he erected it © entirely for the cele- 
© bration of the church ſervice ;” ſeeing there have 
been various ſervices in it, from the beginning, not 
allowed in the Church of England, It is true, Mr, 
Wuirzrirro had ſome connexion with ſeveral of 
the nobility and gentry who were attached to the 
Church of England, ſuch as the Earb of Dartmouth, 
the Counteſs of Huntingdon, Sir Charles Hotham, 
c. and to oblige theſe and others, he built that 
chapel at the court end of the town, where chielly 
out of compliment te them, and a compliance with 
their 
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! their prejudices, the Liturgy of the Church of En- 
| gland was ſometimes read. For the truth of this. 
(| account, I appeal (not to Mr. RowLaxy Hil ; but) 
| to thole worthy and candid perſons, who were eye 
| and car-witneſſes, Let the world therefore judge, if 
| what Mr. WESs IE has ſaid of Mr, WauiTtzristy's 
| attachment to Diſſenters, and of his prepoſſeſſions 
againſt the church ; 1s notthe naked truth ; and not, 
| as Mr. Hitt ſays, a © bare faced falſhood” palmed 


upon the worl 


} Page 19. © The Counteſs of HuxrIx D, alſo, 
| © comes in {or her ſhare of ſlander and miſrepreſen- 

„tation.“ Page 20, © She has, it ſeems eſtabliſhed a 
| college“ (a charity ſchool! a charity ſchool !) © in 


« Wales, where, ſays WESTE, ſhe patronizes a 
© ſet of young men, who together with ſome of her 
[| „ clergy, diſclaim the church; nay, {peak again{t 
[| eit upon all occaſions with exquiſite bitterneſs and 
1 « contempt.” Mr. WsrIEV's anſwer to this is 
| very ſhort ; but quite ſuſficient. “ This,” ſays he, 
© is a terrible truth. If Lady Huxrix DON re- 
| „ quiresit, I can procure athdavits, hoth concern- 
| ing the time and place.” Should Mr, WESTLEV 
do this, what will the world think of all Mr. HIIr's 


laboured, and low abuſe, on this occaſion alſo ? 
N Page 21. But Mr. Hitt thinks Mr. WEST EV 
Ir would eſteem Lady HuxTincbox as the beſt 


church-woman in England, if ſhe would take him 
for her chaplain in chief, appoint Mr. FETUuER 
a preſident of her „college at Trevecka,” [Mr. 
Hitt means, her Welch charity-ſchool) and pro- 
cure epiſcopal ordination for me. Whatever Mr. 
West might think on ſuch occaſions, I cannot 
| tell. But as to myſelf, was it in her Ladyſhip's 
power, and was ſhe to make an offer of procurin 
| me epiſcopal ordination, I believe I ſhould rſt 
thank her Ladyſhip, and then reject her otter, I 
| have now been a preacher about 26 years, and in 
| all that time I have not moved an hair's breadth, in 


queſt 
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queſt of epiſcopal ordination, Not that I object to 
the thing in itlelf: but I have of late ſeen fo many 
pompous fools ſtrutting in prunella, that I cannot 
lay, I have ſo much as a fingle deſire to be of the 
number, Beſides, I am not yet ſo fool-hardy, as to 
PROMISE, Vow, and swzanx, conformity to the 
church, and obedience to the biſhop IX ALE 
THINGS; and then immediately fly in his face, by vio- 
LATINGALLMY vows. Theſe, I ſolemnly declare, 
have been, and I hope, ever ſhall be my reaſons, 


for being quite content with the name of a layman, 


Mr. HILL may reconcile it to his conſcience, thus 
to prevaricate in the name of God, and thusto trifle 
with ſacred things; but I have not yet ſo learned 
Chriſt, 

Ibid. “ Vou cannot love the church, unleſs you 
© 90 to WESUEA's meeting-houſe: nor be a friend 
to the eſtabliſhed Biſhop, Prieſts, and Deacons, 
„ unleſs you admire WesLey's ragged legion of 
1 122 barbers, coblers, tinkers, ſcavengers, 
e araymen, and chimney ſweepers.“ Reader, can 
it be believed, that this is the language of one Me- 
thodiſt preacher, towards others of the very ſame 


denomination! What! is Methodiſm come to. this 


already? Indeed there is one thing to be ſaid in 
our favour: Mr. Hitt happens (which thank God 
is not often the cafe among us) to be the fon of a 
gentleman ; at the ſame time he is not overloaded in 
his upper ſtory; it is therefore no wonder, that, 
on the violent percuſſion of this greatneſs and little- 
neſs, before they ſettle in perfect contact, the effect 
ſhould be quite out of the common way, And will 
not the reader believe, that there is a vacuum or a 
flaw ſomewhere, when he 'is told that this identical 
Mr. HILL was in cloſe connexion, and in very 
dear brotherhood, with this ſame * ragged legion”? 
but a very few years ago, and that, at this very time 
he eats and drinks at the ſame tables, walks and 
rides in the ſame ways, ſleeps in the ſame _— 
an 


ander, a Lys. But mar 
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and preaches almoſt daily in the ſame pulpits with 
a legion of the ſelf- ſame kind. Indeed, there is 
this difference, when Mr. WsTEr's legion is 
ragged, their rags appear, being without a covering: 
but the legion Mr. HII is trumpeter to, is often 
covered from top to toe, What with powder and 
pomatum, with gowns, bands, ſurplices, and ſaſhes 
— matter who appointed them, whether the 

15Hoe, Lady HoxTtixcpon,or Mr, HIL himſelf,) 
were they as ragged as rooks, it would be almoſt a 
miracle if one rag appeared. 

Ibid, The following ſentence which Mr, Hitz 
has marked in comma's, as Mr, WzsLty's own 
words, demonſtrates how Mr, Hitt abominates 
falſe quotations, forgeries, &c, „I, I, I, I; I, and 
« my brother, my brother and I, have done all the 
«work of God that has been done in theſe realms.” 
The abſolute abſurdity, and total improbability of 
this ſentence, ſufficiently ſhews it to be a forgery, a 

k the proof, © For any thing 
that has been found in the Engliſh annals, ſince 
6 Chriſtianity was firſt planted in this iſland, I do 
© not remember to have ſeen, heard, or read of any 
6 thing parallel to this mighty work,” (then follows 
another piece of forgery) which has been wrought 
„ by me and my brother, my brother and me.” But 
has not Mr, WesLey elſewhere ſaid, © My brother 
and I have done all the work of God that has 
„% been done in theſe realms ?” I affirm, he has not. 
I affirm that Mr. Ws Lz has not been one whit 
behind Mr, Wartzer1sLD in acknowledgments of 
uſefulneſs, If I thought it worth my while to turn 
to Mr. WesLzy's journals, (which I do not in an- 
ſwering Mr. RowLaxp HAITI) I could produce a 
great number of the moſt generous acknowledgments 
of the great good done by Mr. Wulrzrirp, Mr. 
BERRI DSE, and others. It is true, in giving an ac- 
count of the riſe of this work, he ſometimes men- 


tions himſelf as the firſt who began to think * 
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of religion, and that his brother was the firſt whom 
he prevailed on to be of the ſame mind: then ano- | 
ther, and another, and after ſome years Mr, WIr E- ' 
FIELD, and many more. Now, where is the evil j 
of this? eſpecially, when we conſider it is no 
other than the naked truth, And what, if, to this 
day, he ſhould look on himſelfas the firſt and nr 
(though not the oxLY) inſtrument in this great 
work ? Surely there cannot be ſo much vanity and 
folly, in this beardleſs genius in deacons orders, who | 
has not one thing to recommend him to public no- 
tice, but the poor conſideration of being a rich man's 
ſon, as ever to dream of being Mr. WzsLEY's RIVAL 
in this or any other reſpect ? N 
Page 22. The whole of religion, with him reſts 
© in following the example of Chriſt; or in loving 
+ the Lord with all our hearts, and our neighbour | | 
as ourſelves.” This certainly is the grand com- | 
pendiumof Mr, WesLev's religion, But it is in no 
wiſe the whole of what he inſiſts on. For he preaches | 
the divinity, incarnation, life, death, reſurreQion, al- 
cenſion and interceſſion of Chriſt ; he preaches the | 
prophetic, prieſtly, and kingly offices of Chriſt : he | 
qu repentance and faith in the name of Chriſt; 

e preaches juſtification and ſandti fication through 
Chriſt, But for want of predeſtination, election, 
and reprobation, the doctrine he preaches, is no 
goſpel! And as to the preacher, he is a Socinian, a 
Deiſt, and a Devil: a Socinian, according to the 
note in the following page; a Deiſt, according to 
page q; a Devil, according to page go. 

Thid. * Bat let us come a little more to the point, 
„% Mr. Jou ſays, that we are to work roR life“ + 
Jam weary of following this Maſter of Arts, through + 
all the TRITE obſervations, which his fertile rmggt- 
nation has BORROWED, and retailed, from the ſcur- 
rility of his brother and Mr, Torrtapy ; and which 
have ſo repeatedly, and ſo abundantly, been anſwered. 


But he informs us that Mr. Joux ſays, we are to 
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* worx for life.“ Does not Chriſt ſay the ſame 
in thoſe well known words, Labour — ron the 
bread which ſhall endure unto everlaſting life ? 
Now is not this working for life? In other words,“ 
ſays Mr, Hitt, 5 we are to do good works, in or- 
„% der to find favour with God,” Are we not 
to repent, that our fins may be blotted out? Are we 
not to repent and believe the goſpel, in order to our 
entering into the kingdom of God ? And is not this 
— and believing doing good works ? Again, 
© This important NOUN SUBSTANTIVE” —lI never 
knew before that“ “ was a NOUN SUBSTANTIvE ! 
But whether he be a noun ſubſtantive or noun ad- 
jective! Mr. HII I fays, he has © no need of Chriſt,” 
But where has Mr. WrSstEx ſaid this? or rather, 
where has he not ſaid the reverſe? Again I ſay,” 
„this ſtrutting I b'itſelf I, expreſly maintains“ 
« We are regarded, ſecundum merita operum, i. e. 
& according to the merit of our works: or to ule 
& his own tranſlation, as our works deſerve. Now 
„this is popery without a maſk: and all the ro- 
© mantic lis ts of Mr, FIE TER, can never mend 
„the matter.” So all Mr. Fi:zTrcner's checks are 
anſwered in a trice! even by the ſingle w/e diæit of 
Mr, Rowtaxn Hitt! But I would juſt aſk, are 
we not rewarded according to our works? If we are, 
muſt there not be ſome worxTu or VALVE.in them 
to make them RRWARDABLEH ) If there is, what is 
the difference hetween this worth or value and ſome 
ſort of merit ? O, but it is“ popery!”” So is the 
believing that there is a God, Is it therefore, the 
worſe for that ? 

Page 29. But does Mr. Was Ixx indeed profeſs 
© to ſtand in no need of Chriſt's righteouſneſs ? 
% He does.” But I ſay, he does not. Therefore 
either Rowraxy Hitt or Tomas Otis is, 
(excuſe, reader, a ſcripture epithet) an abſolute 
liar, „ Nay, he plainly gives it as his belief, that 
« ⁰nAHAM's or David's righteouſneſs will do 
him juſt as much good, as the righteouſneſs of 
| Jzsvs » 
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& Jeſus,” Nay, I plainly give it as my belief, 
that Mr. H11.1. is out again. But now comes his 

roof out of Mr, WzesLEty's own mouth, It can 
© never conſiſt with God's unerring wiſdom, to 
« think that J am innocent, to judge that / am 
& righteous becauſe another is ſo. He can no more, 
4% in this manner, confound me with Chriſt, than 
« with Davip or ABRAnAM.““ Allowing that the 
words are Mr, WESsIEx's, yet they do not prove 
what they are brought to prove, Mr. WesLev's 
ſaying, It cannot conſiſt with God's wiſdom to 
think that I am innocent or righteous becauſe ano- 
ther, that is, becauſe Chriſt is ſo, does not prove 
that he thinks he has NO need of Chriſt, He may 
deny that he has this calvinian, antinomian need 
of him, and yet believe and profeſs his need of 
him in many other reſpects. Fe may deny that he 
is innocent in Chriſt's mnocence, and righteous in 
his righteouſneſs, that is, by having Chriſt's inno- 
cence and righteouſneſs imputed, reckoned, or ac- 
counted to him as his-very own ; and yet believe 
that Chriſt's innocence and righteouſneſs were ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, in order to his procuring inno- 
cence and righteouſneſs for us. Indeed, he may 
confeſs his need of Chriſt, in forty other inſtances, 
without doing it in this antinomian one, Was it 
want of a little logical ſagacity in this Maſter of 
Arts, or of integrity and honour, in this chriſtian 
gentleman, which has cauſed him, thus, to miſre- 
preſent and abuſe Mr. WIESLEY ? 

Page 24. The word of God expreſsly aſſures 
« us, that, by the deeds of the law, no fleſh all be 
7 in hig fight,” St. Paul is here ſpeaking 
of the Moſaic law : particularly of circumciſion, 
Did Mr, WesLey ever ſay, that any one is juſtified 
by the deeds of this law ? © Diret&ly oppoſite is 
the divinity of Mr, Joux; who, no leſs poſi- 
« tively and expreſsly, maintains the MExIT of 
„ WORKS, in order to juſtification,” Where does 


he politively and exprefly maintain this? Let Mr. 


Hitl 


i 
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Hirt ſhew the book, the page, the words. Till 
he does, I poſitively and exprefsly maintain, that 


- he is a flanderer. But ſuppoſe Mr, WesLey did 


maintain this? It would not be “ directly oppo- 
& fite to St. Pavi's words;” ſeeing (as I have ob- 
ſerved ahove) the 8 is ſpeaking of the law of 
Moss, whereas Mr. WsrEx ſpeaks of the law 
of Chriſt. 

Mr. Hirt proceeds, “ By his preaching, St. 
« Paur being judge, it is 1MPOSS1BLE that Ax x of 
„ his deluded followers, who finally continue ſuch, 
© ſhould find their way to heaven.” Well ſaid, 
Rowraxp ! Of all the thouſands of ſerious, hum- 
ble, holy, chriſtian people who have followed Mr, 
Wester theſe 40 years, we cannot ſuppoſe that 
leſs than 8 or 10,000 of them have already follow- 
ed him to the end: and of the 40.000, or there- 
abouts, who are now in cloſe connexion with him, 
we have good reaſon to believe, that at leaſt go, ooo 
of theſe will hold out to the end. Now, who in 
London, who in England, who out of Bedlam, be- 
ſides Mr, Hitt, will ſay, that it is“ 1Meoss1BLE 
any“ of theſe have found, or can find their way to 
heaven ? f 

But I juſt recolle& another who ſaid the ſame, 
two or three years ago. The Rev. Mr. P. told 
me, before Mr. W. Bookſeller, near Moorfields, 
„If the Tabernacle people go to heaven, the 
Foundry people uus go to hell; and if the Foun- 
dry people go to heaven, the Tabernacle people 
& muſt go to hell.” On my ſaying, © O, Ar: 
« how uncharitable is this! The great and good 
« Dr, Warrs has told us, that he expects people 
* of all nations will be ſaved by Chriſt, that 
* never ſo much as heard of him; but you are here 
& damning your next door neighbours, on account 
* of ſome ſmall differences.“ To this he anſwered, _ 
+ The Tabernacle people believe in the righteouſ- 
e neſs of Chriſt ; but the Foundry people do not. If 
« it be right to believe in the wy Roone 12 of Chriſt, 
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* the Tabernacle people will go to heaven for be- 


&« lieving in it, but the Foundry * will go to 
6 hell for not believing in it: but if it be wrong 
& to believe in it, the Foundry people will go to 
% heaven for not believing in it, and the Tabernacle 
& people will go to hell becauſe they do believe in it.“ 
To this I anſwered, © You ſurprize me! Every one 
& knows, we all believe in the righteouſneſs of 
& Chriſt, only not in the ſame reſpett. The Foun- 
& dry people believe that his righteouſneſs is the 
© only procuring cauſe of all our mercies; but the 
% Tabernacle people believe that, by imputation, 
& it is as literally their own, as it is Chriſt's righte- 
« ouſneſs,”” + Oh,” ſaid he, „ away with your 
% quibbles and diſtinctions! I take things ſimply, 
& and ſay, The Tabernacle people believe in the 
„ righteguſneſs of Chriſt, and the Foundry people 
&« do not.“ I replied, + You 8 me, Sir. 
“ For as you ſeem to be a ſcholar and a clergyman,“ 
(I did not then know who he was) “you muſt 
e know, that it is abſurd to diſpute any point, be- 
&© fore we define the terms, and ſtate the queſtion,” 


To this he pes as beſore, Away with your 


e definitions, diſtinctions, your quirks and quib- 
& bles! You deny the righteouſneſs of Chriſt; I 
« take things ſimply, I take things ſimply.” To 
which I an{wered, Indeed, Sir, if I may ſpeak 
6 freely, I think it is fmple enough.“ 
Now, I aſk, what can inſpire theſe learned, or- 
thodox, reverend gentlemen ; theſe elected, illumi- 
nated reformers of the reformed, with ſuch a ſpirit? 
and with ſuch language? Is it not really aſtoniſh- 
ing, that the immediate followers of the late ami- 
ble, and ever-memorable Mr. WHITETIEI D do not 
urge their Tabernacle of ſuch hot-brain'd, hare- 
Pram d, crack-brain'd geniuſes as theſe ! who with- 
out regard to truth or juſtice, who without regard 
to decency or the honour of the goſpel, publiſh 
ealumny, abuſe, ſlander, reproach, contempt and 


ridicule. 
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ridicule through all the land; and in a manner that 
Difſenters, Churchmen, Papiſts, Jews, Deiſts and 
Atheiſts would be aſhamed of, and condemn from 
the bottom of their heart ? | 

Thid. ** There was, however, a time, when even 
« Mr, Joun WesLey ſaw a little (and it was but 
ea little) much more clearly, into the goſpel of 
« Chriſt,” Well, I ce, that let us ſay what we 
will, this novice will talk about ſeeing, and about 


feeing much more clearly too! But I do not remember 


to have ſeen above one or two at the moſt, who 
thought that they /aw much into his faculty of ſee- 
ing. However, he fees, or thinks he fees, that Mr, 
Yhownd eis now departed from the very ſuburbs 
„of Chriſtianity.” Reader, fee how effectually 
Mr. Toyrapy and the two Mr. HIIIL's have driven 

oor Mr, Wzstzy out of every hole and corner! 

ut if he is gone from the sUnuURBs of Chriſtianity, 


| he is not to be found at Roms, no nor even at 


ConsTANTINOPLE, For not only Papiſts, but even 
Mahometans, have been hitnerto allowed to be in 
the ſuburbs of Chriſtianity, I fear, then, we ſhall 
not find Mr. WESs LEV, even ſo near as the Cape of 
Good-hope: it is well if he does not in the end go, 
even BEYOND the worſhippers of Coxrucivs, 
Page 23. After all,“ ! Many fincere ſouls are 
& to be found in the ſocieties of Mr, Jounx ; even 
© many, very many, who, in his opinion, lean too 
„ much towards Calviniſm, and are earneſtly ſeek- 
« ing Jesus.” So, the many fincere ſouls, are only 
thoſe who lean towards Calviniſm! and all the reſt, 
to be ſure, are hypocrites, and in the way to hell. 
„% Whatever occaſional good“ may ſtill be done, 
« it never CAN be done by him: becauſe he will 
be ſo wicked as to inſiſt on it, that God is not the 
author of fin : that God has not created 99 in an 
100 on purpoſe for everlaiting burnings! He who 
will not preach ſuch doctrines as theſe, how can he 
be expected to do good! 
: D 2 Page 
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Page 26, Mr. Hi now makes “ ſome ſtrictures 
© on what he” [ Mr, WESTEN] © obſerves concern- 
ing the characteriſtics of, what he ſtyles, this 
wonderful and unparalleled work of God,” — 
„ Firſt, as to its extenſiveneſs and {wiftneſs. And 
here we may recollett the character given of a 
© certain ſect“ “ Theſe ſaid people, we are in- 
formed, could compaſs ſea and land, to make one 
& proſelyte“— Thus all the m1cnuTy labours of Mr, 
WESLEY are diſcarded, at a ſtroke, by a compari- 
ſon made of them with thoſe of the phariſees of old. 
Does not this demonſtrate, that nothing can ſtand 
before envy ? that the greateſt, and moſt conſpicu- 
ous virtues, may be conſtrued into evil, by baſe and 
ungenerous minds? Suppole any one was to talk 
thus of the travels and labours of Mr, WWaxiterit1i.D ? 
What a BE1LowiNnG would there be wherever Mr, 
HIII appeared! The cuſhion in the Tabernacle, 
and the bible upon it, would ſoon experience all 
the weight of his indignation ; while the prels ſent 
forth repeated torrents of the blackeſt buf, 

bid.“ Mr, Jonn''—* has the modeſty thus to 
© tell the world, that he is the ableſt and moſt uſe- 
« ful man that has ever hved fince CoxsTANTINE 
„the Great!” Thus to tell the world —Will the 
reader believe, that in the paſſage referred to, Mr, 
WesLEty has not ſaid one word concerning him- 
felf ? What is ſaid, concerns the work only, and 
not, in the lealt, who did it. The words, as 
quoted in the preceding ſentence, are, + When 
has true religion (I will not ſay, fince the refor- 
« mation, but, ſince the time of ConsTANT1NXE the 
Great) made fo large a progreſs, in any nation, 
« in ſo {mall a ſpace ? I believe, hardly can either 
© antient or modern hiſtory afford a parallel in- 
e ſtance,” Every one who reads this paſſage will 
ſee, that Mr. WesLty is ſpeaking of the work, as 
carried on by all (both Arminians and Calviniſts) 
who have been employed therein, How then can Mr, 

| . Hitz 
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HII be an honeſt man, and be guilty of ſuch groſs 


repreſentation ? 

Page 27. It would have better became him,” ſays 
Mr. HII, “ becauſe it would have been ſtrictly 
© true, had he confeſſed himſelf to be the moſt en- 
* venomed foc to the goſpel of Chriſt, that has 
& flouriſhed ſince the days of PzLactus.” There, 
reader, there is chriſtian, or rather, calvinian can- 
dour with a witneſs! But is it not ſtrange, that 
among all the pagan, mahometan, jewiſh, popiſh, ſo- 
ci nian, arian, derſtical and atheiſtical foes to the 
goſpel, which have flouriſhed in a ſpace of 1300 
years, that not ov ſhould be found ſo envenomed 
as Mr, WesLety! Lord, what is man! 

id. The purity of this work is next to be: 
© taken notice of: and, would time permit, anec- 
& dotes in abundance, of the filthy freaks of the holy 
© tribe of PERFECTIONITES might be alledged in 
6 proof of this,” If Mr, HILL would ſay, that Mr. 
We:sLev's followers are very numerous; that among, 
thele are ſome ſelf-deceivers; that ſome make ſhip- 
wreck of faith and of a good conſcience, turning like 
the dog to his vomit, and like the ſow that was waſh- 
ed to her wallowing in the mire; and that others, who- 
have ſet out right, and have not yet fallen away, are 
fometimes off their guard: this the world would eaſi- 
ly believe. But if Mr. Hitt was to produce an hun- 
dred anecdotes, to prove that Mr, VII. SLEY'S follow- 
ers are, in general, a very unkoly people, the world 
would rather believe its own eyes and. ears, than 
any anecdotes he could produce, Indeed, the world 
has ſeen ſo much of Mr. Hirr's perverſeneſs and 
miſrepreſentation, of his cruel, mad, and perſecut- 
ing ſpirit, that there is no great danger from any 
thing he can ſay. However, if Mr. Hirtz's “ time“ 
ſhould in future © permit,” he may entertain and 
edify the world with his © anecdotes,” if he pleaſes: 
only, while he is collecting, making, or MENDING. 
them, let him remember, there is a God, 
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Page 26. Mr. HII I now makes “ ſome ſtrictures 
© on what he” [Mr. WESLE NY] © obſerves concern- 
ing the characteriſtics of, what he ſtyles, this 
„wonderful and unparalleled work of God,” — 
« Firſt, as to its extenſiveneſs and {wiftneſs. And 
* here we may recollett the charatter given of a 
© certain ſet” —* Theſe ſaid people, we are in- 
„ formed, could compaſs ſea and land, to make one 
% proſelyte“— Thus all the m16nTy labours of Mr, 
WesLEy are diſcarded, at a ſtroke, by a compari- 
ſon made of them with thoſe of the phariſees of old. 
Does not this demonſtrate, that nothing can ſtand 
before envy ? that the greateſt, and moſt conſpicu- 
ous virtues, may be conſtrued into evil, by baſe and 
ungenerous minds? Suppole any one was to talk 
thus of the travels and labours of Mr, WNHITETIE ID 
What a z:LLOWING would therc be wherever Mr, 
H1i11 appeared! The cuſhion in the Tabernacle, 
and the bible upon it, would ſoon experience all 
the weight of his indignation ; while the preſs ſent 
jorth repeated torrents of the blackeſt abuf: . 

bid.“ Mr. Jon x — has the modeſty thus to 
« tell the world, that he is the ableſt and moſt uſe- 
« ful man that has ever lived ſince CoxsTANTINE 
„ the Great!” Thus to tell the world—Will the 
reader believe, that in the paſſage referred to, Mr. 
WesLEty has not ſaid one word concerning him— 
ſelf ? What is ſaid, concerns the work only, and 
not, in the lealt, who did it, The words, as 
quoted in the preceding ſentence, are, When 
has true religion (I will not ſay, fince the refor- 
« mation, but, ſince the time of ConsTANT1xE the 
Great) made fo large a progreſs, in any nation, 
« in ſo ſmall a ſpace? I believe, hardly can either 
e antient or modern hiſtory afford a parallel in- 
e ſtance,” Every one who reads this paſſage will 
ſee, that Mr. Wes1ty is ſpeaking of the work, as 
carried on by all (both Arminians and Calviniſts) 


who have been employed therein, How then can Mr, 
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HII be an honeſt man, and be guilty of ſuch groſs 


repreſentation ? 

Page 27. It would have better became him,” ſays 
Mr. HII IL, “ becauſe it would have been ſtrictly 
& true, had he confeſſed himſelf to be the moſt en- 
„ venomed foc to the goſpel of Chriſt, that has 
& flouriſhed ſince the days of PzLactus.” There, 
reader, there is chriſtian, or rather, calvuinian can- 
dour with a witneſs! But is it not ſtrange, that 
among all the pagan, mahometan, jewiſh, popiſh, ſo- 
cinian, arian, derſtical and atheiftical foes to the 
goſpel, which have flouriſhed in a ſpace of 1300 
years, that not oN ſhould be found fo envenomed 
as Mr, WesLety! Lord, what is man! 

bid. The purity of this work is next to be: 
© taken notice of: and, would time permit, anec- 
& dotes in abundance, of the filthy freaks of the holy 
© tribe of PERFECTIONITES might be alledged in 
6 proof of this.“ If Mr. HILL would ſay, that Mr. 
WesLzv's followers are very numerous; that among 
thele are ſome ſelf-deceivers; that ſome make ſhip- 
wreck of faith and of a good conſcience, turning like 
the dog to his vomit, — like the ſow that was waſh- 
ed to her wallowing in the mire; and that others, who- 
have ſet out right, and have not yet fallen away, are 
fometimes off their guard: this the world would eaſi- 
ly believe. But if Mr. Hitt was to produce an hun- 
dred anecdotes, to prove that Mr. WESsTAV's follow- 
ers are, in general, a very unkoly people, the world 
would rather believe its own eyes and. ears, than 
any anecdotes he could produce. Indeed, the world 
has ſeen ſo much of Mr. HiL1's perverſeneſs and 
miſrepreſentation, of his cruel, mad, and perſecut- 
ing ſpirit, that there is no great danger from any 
thing he can ſay, However, if Mr, Hitz's © time“ 
ſhould in future * permit,“ he may entertain and 
edify the world with his © anecdotes,” if he pleaſes: 
only, while he is collecting, making, or MENDING. 
them, let him remember, there is a God, 
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Bid.“ A few days ago I preached in a town“! 
Preached! No, never in your life. To ſay that 
Mr. Rowrax D H11.1 preached, is a reproach to 
the ſacred name. We may with almoſt equal pro- 
priety call the ravings of Bedlam, or, more pro- 
perly, the rodomontade of a merry-andrew, by the 
name of preaching, than that which Mr, HII 
lately called his“ Tugging and Pulling.“ 

Page 28. When intereſt and convenience re- 
« quires, he ſhifts and veers about, like a weather- 
© cock.” Now, what would the reader think, if, 
among all this outcry about ſhifting and veering 
like a weather-cock, it ſhould appear that Mr, 
WesLEy is almoſt the only perſon who has not 
done this. Mr, WurTterittD, Mr. Hervey, Mr, 
Incran, &c. were all Arminians in the beginning; 
but, in a ſhort time, they all turned about, from 
Stu to North, from Arminianiſm into Calviniſm, 
So it was with Mr. Ronix E, Mr. Vern, and 
Mr. Mappzn, And to come to later times, and 
to perſons of ſmaller importance, Mr, EDWARDVS, Mr, 
Knicnr, Mr, BxooxsBank, Mr, Joss, and Mr, 
Rowland HIIIL, were all once Arminians, though 
they have now veered about into Calviniſm. But 
as to Mr, WEsLey, he has been a ſteady Arminian 


from the beginning, to this very day, Is it not, 


then, very unaccountable that theſe xoTor1OUs 
TURN-COATS, ſhould, over and over again, and 
with all poſſible aſſurance, accuſe Mr, Wesirty of 
the very thing which the whole nation knows they 
themſelves are guilty of, and he clear? 


1bid. The ſtory of ENO and Er1jan is ano- 


ther proof of Mr. Hits fair-dealings, In the firſt 
edition of Mr, Wrs1Ltv's Notes, he, in taking ex- 
tracts from different authors, happened to contra- 
dict himſelf, In the ſecond edition, which was 
ſhortly publiſhed, the miſtake was correfted ; and 
lo on in the third and fourth editions. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, Mr, TorLapy, with all virulence of 

' language, 
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language, throws the corrected errata in Mr, Wzs- 
LEY's face, This was anſwered in my letter to Mr, 
ToyLapy, and, if I miſtake not, by Mr, WesLey 
himſelf, on ſome occaſion or other; yet Mr. 
RICHARD Hill as gravely quoted it, as if it had 
never been corrected, or as if no anſwer had ever 
been made. In my Scourge to Calumny, I anſwered 
it again; ſo alſo did Mr. WesLzy, if I am not again 
— — Notwithſtanding all this, Mr. Row- 


Land HILL again throws it in Mr, WsesLzv's 


teeth, Now, how unfair is this! A miſtake in a 
firſt edition; correct in the three ſubſequent ones; 
and this declared 4, 5, or 6 times over; and yet, 
without the leaſt notice of any of theſe things, the 
author is molt gravely accuſed of —— 
Let men of candour judge between Mr, WESLEZV 
and his learned, honourable, chriſtian antagoniſts, 
Lid. Mr. Joux moreover, aſſures us, that the 
* religion which he has invented is rational, and 
free from ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſn. Mr. Wxs- 
LEY is not {peaking of religion as invented and 
carried on by himſelf; but as invented by God, 
and carried on by all the inſtruments employed 
therein. 0 
The ſtory Mr. HII has —— out of the ſour- 
nal, concerning * A miraculous Soil,“ as he calls it, 
s that took poſſeſſion of- the tail of Mr, Jon,” is 
related only for the ſake of a little pious ridicule, 
But little as the circumſtance of a bo:{ may appear, 
we find it attended to by one of the greateſt pro- 
phets ; even by the prophet Isa1an, who cured it 
with a bunch of figs. We allo find it recorded in 
thoſe © curious records,“ the oracles of God, See 
2 Kings xx. 7. This, then, is no proof that his 
religion is not “ rational, and free from ſuperſtition 
« and enthuſtaſm but it ſufficiently ſhews how 
hard it is, to “ cut off occaſion from thoſe who 
© ſeek occaſion,” 
Page 29, If it be © the religion of the bible, of 
the primitive church, and of the church of Eng- 
« land,” 
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& land,” that in Adam all have died; that we have 
all ſinned and are come ſhort of the glory of God; 
that Chriſt, by the grace of God, taſted death for 
every man; that God willeth all men to be ſaved; 
that he commandeth all men every where to re- 
pent ; that he that believeth ſhall be ſaved ; that 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord; that if 
we keep his commandments, we ſhall abide in his 
love, &c. I ſay, if this be the caſe, then Mr. Wes- 
LEY'S religion is that of the bible, of the primitive 
church, and of the church of England. And as to 
what Mr, Hit ſays of Mr, WesLzy's © impious 
© neglect of the word of God, throughout THE 
«* WHOLE of hig harangue,” (that is, his fermon on 
laving the foundation of his new chapel,) it is a 
falſehood. "The word of God is quoi. page 5, 6. 
11. 13, 14. 17. 20, 21, 22, 23. 26, 27. 34. 38, 39. 
45, 4b, and 47; and there is ſcarce a ſingle page 
wherein there is not ſome mention of it, or refer— 
ence to it. And as to“ his running counter to the 
Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy, in almoſt every 


„ tenet he adopts,” Mr, Hitt here only begs the 


queſtion. 

Lid. * If any one wants a proof of Mr. Jon's 
freedom from b:gotry and bitter zeal ; this they may 
have, from the malicious accuſations which he 
is ever railing, againſt the lives and doctrines of 
Hall Calviniſts''—If Mr. Hir will produce them, 
he ſhall ſtand unimpeached of a lye; at leaſt, in 
this inſtance, . But muſt not he be the very Min- 
ROR Of MODESTY to exclaim, ſo gravely, againſt 
malicious accuſations”! 

Ibid. * In regard to his hatred of perſecution, 
& this too is manifeſt, beyond a doubt, by what he 
calls his Calm 3 to the Inhabitants of Eng- 
* land e at the cloſe of which, ſee him exerting all 
& his art, to irritate the civil powers againt all the 
„ people of God,” What has God no people but 
thoſe who favour the American revolt ? 2 
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that as it will, Mr. Ws tz has not been exerting 
all his art to irritate the civil powers againſt them. 
No, nor one half, nor one quarter of it. The truth 
of the matter is, he has ſeen, (what all Europe has 
ſeen) that moſt of the Diſſenters (and others who 
have favoured them, like Mr, HU and his party) 
have countenanced the American caule, and di- 
countenanced the meaſures of Government, as far, 
if not much farther, than they well could, either 
with decency or fafety, Mr, WesLzy then points 
out unto them the evil of their doings: he tells 
them, that they revile and lightly eſteem the ſa- 
i cred perſon of the king:“ that they are opening 
their lips againſt him, and that they have neither 
religion nor gratitute that can reſtrain them, More- 
over, he tells them, that with thoſe (not who hold 
the dottrine of the“ gth, 10th, 11th, 13th, 15th, 
e and 17th Articles of the church of England,” as 
Mr. Hitt moit wickedly inſinuates; but with 
thoſe) who rail at their governors, be they Calvin- 
viniits or Arminians, he would no more ©. continue 
„in fellowſhip, than wita whore-mongers, ſab- 
& bath-breakers, thieves, drunkards, or common 
„% ſwearers.” Now, where is the harm of this? 
Has not Mr, WesLey a right to choole who he 
will, and who he will not, continue in fellowſhip 
with? And if it be one lineament of the blackeſt 
character drawn in the New Teſtament, to © ſpeak 
© evil of dignitics,” can Mr. WesLEty, can Mr. 
Hitt, can any conſcientious, and well inſtructed 
man, continue in chriſtian fellowſhip, with thoſe 
who continue in ſuch unchriſtian practices? 
Page 31, © He next tell us“ — © Undoubtedly, 
% when things of greater moment are ſettled, they 
& ſviz, the civil Rulers] will find time for you,” 
What he meant was, that government might take 
the alarm, and fall upon ſome meaſures to prevent 
(not the free uſe of conlcience in matters of religion, 
but to prevent) the ſpirit of republicaniſm from de- 
luging 
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luging our land as once it did. Mr. Hitt pom 
© The wretch undoubtedly here ſpeaks as he would 
% have it.” I doubt of that. But undoubtedly he 
« does not ſpeak as Mr. Hitt lays he would have 
it, For he — Mr. West is © ſeeking to kin- 
„ dle the flame of eccleſiaſtical and civil diſcord,” 
and invites the king and his miniſters, * to fall 
upon ſo very large a body of reſpectable and 
& faithful ſubjects, and to deprive them of the li- 
„ berties they enjoy.” He er not invite to any 
thing of the kind; he does not deſire it; but would 
do all in his power to prevent it. His foreſeeing and 
declaring what is likely to come to paſs, is no invita- 
tion to it; was this the caſe, Nou would have in- 
vited the deluge, Lor the deſtruction of Sopon, 


Joxas the overthrow of NIN EVEN, our SAVIOUR © 


the deſtruction of IERUsALEM. Nay, was this the 
caſe, whatever evil any one foreſees, his mention- 
ing of it, to be ſure, is a ſtrong invitation to it! So 
for inſtance, if Mr, Hitt foreſees that he who be- 
lieveth not ſhall be damned, if in his“ tugging and 
„ pulling” (by ſome called preaching) he ever men- 
tions it, * undoubtrdly he ſpeaks as he would have 
“it to be,” yea, and © invites” that damnation ! 
Page 32. According to him, Calviniſts and all 
„ Dillenters are REBELS: and rebels deſerve to be 
* hanged, drawn and quartered.” Where has Mr, 
WesLey ſaid this? If in print, let Mr, Hitt ſhew 
the book, and the page. If in preaching or conver- 
ſation, let him bring undoubted evidence of it. 
Till then, let Infamous Slanderer remain deeply en- 
graven on that plate of brals, between his tremen- 
dous noſe, and his moſt exalted toupce. | 
Ibid, * Now would any one think that this iden- 
* tical JounWesLEy”'—* had been joining”—* to 
aid, abet, encourage, and promote this ſelf ſame 
* American rebellion !'”” How {o? Why in the year 
1770, he declared that he © doubted whether any 
„man could defend the meaſures taken with regard 
on to 
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te to the Americans That in a private exhortation 
in the Society at Briſtol, it is AFFIRMED, he ſaid the 
Americans were an oppreſſed, and injured peo- 
& ple,” &c, Over and above all this, page 34. 
„ He recommended a rebellious pamphlet,” (fo 
called) © written in favour of the Americans.“ 
Now what ſtraining of matters is here, to call this 
&« joining with hand, pen, and heart, to aid, abet, en- 
& courage, and promote” the. American rebellion?” 
To call this“ ſowing the ſeeds of ſedition?“. To call 
this © openly defending the American revolt?” To 
call this, ſpreading © the poiſon of ſedition, “ far 
« and wide?” And on this account, to number Mr. 
WesLEY among * rebellious Americans,” and to 
intimate that he is © entitled to a Tyburn tippet!” 
becauſe he © approved. of thoſe revolters, vindi- 
“ cated their reſiſtance of the mother country, and 
© preſumed to cenſure the conduct of the King's 
« miniſters, as zealouſly, as openly, and as unceremo- 
« niouſly, as Mr. J. H.“ that is, Mr. Joun 
HoRxE. 

The ſum, and the truth, of this whole matter is, 
At the beginning of the diſpute between England 
and America, the Americans pretended they only 
wanted conſtitutional liberty; Mr, WESs IE, like 
many more believed them. Therefore he doubted 
whether the meaſures taken by the Engliſh could 
be deſended. Nay, at times, he believed they could 
not. In conſequence. of this, he now and then 
ſpoke of it in private converſation, and once, if not 
oftener, he mentioned it in an exhortation to a pri- 
vate ſociety, About this time a friend of his wrote 
a pamphlet in favour of the Americans, Mr. Wes- 
LEY approved and recommended it, Preſently after 
he ſaw Dr. Jouxsox's book, and ſoon after the 
Americans threw off the maſk, and declared for 
Independence. By both theſe means Mr. Wesrzy 
was fully convinced of his miſtake; and, in a ſhort 
time, honeſtly confeſſed it to all the world. Since 


then, 


E 


then, how has he been be-laboured on all ſides! 


What ravings! what tearing of throats have there 
been ; particularly among calvinian-patriots? And 
it will well if he eſcapes with his neck; for 
Mr. HII has called ALL MAN XIND to judge (there- 
ury in the caſe} + whether 


fore, there can be no , 
Mr, Jonx WesLEty be not entitled to a 7yburn 


&© tappet.” 

Fage 35.' © The book above referred to''—* he 
« poſitively and repeatedly” (not repeatedly : this 
Mr. HIII adds, by way of amplification!) “ de- 
„ clared, he never once ſaw it with his eyes.“ 
This accuſation has been an{wered at large, by Mr, 


WESsIEY, Mr. FieTCHER, and myſelf, in out an- 
wers to Mr, Evans, In all which anſwers it is 


allowed, that Mr. WrsIEX had ſeen the book in 
queſtion ; but that he had forgot he ever ſaw it, is ar- 


gued from every degree of probability, as well as 


from a great number of circumſtances, 
P. 36. Mr. WesLEy, we are told, © attempts to 
« ſet the kingdom in a flame, by ſeeking to make 
our civil governors commence perſecutors,” Mr. 
HII may as well ſay, Mr. WzsLEy attempts to 
{et the whole world into a flame. 
id. I have by me, at this very time, a Traft, 
« with his own hand-writing in it, containing a moſt 
curious debate, whether perfect people may marry?” 
I anſwer: it is not in:poſſible — vou may find, 
ſome where or other, the Coran of Mahomet with 
Mr. Wzs1zy's hand-writing in it. Willit follow, 
that he is to be thought reſponſible for all the blaſ- 
phemies and abſurdities contained therein? I have, 
for inſtance, Mr. TorLavy's Abridgment of Zaxcu 
by me, with Mr, WrSsIEV's hand-writing in it: 
muſt he therefore be accountable for what is ſaid 
therein about the decrees? About God's being the 
author of fin ? About predeſtination, election, and 
reprobation? Had Mr, Hit ſhewn, that Mr. Wxs- 
LEY was the author of this work, or that he bore 
{ome 
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A | 
"fome part in this debate, and alfo what part it was, 
whether pro or con, his reader, might have formed 
ſome judgment of the affair, 'But Mr. HTI law it 
would anſwer his end, his beloved, his darling end 
of blackening, much better, to ſpeak in this vague 
and undeterminate manner, b 
But ſuppoſe, for argument ſake, that Mr. WEs TE 
had been a party in the debate? what could Mr. 
-H1Lt conclude from thence ? Ag 9: people are cet- 
tainly mentioned in the bible; ſo alſo is marriage. 
Now as perfect and imperfett people are at liberty 
either to marry, or not to marry, as much as the 
Ju you and unjuſtified are; there can be no harm 
in debating, even, this matter, ſuppoſe we are on 
the right fide the queſtion, And as it is no 
ſtrange thing to have a great variety of queſtions, 
agitated, very likely, ſomebody might be ſo weak as 
to agitate this. And if any under Mr. WzsLey's 
care did it, where was the harm, if he conde- 
ſcended to anſwer them? Not that I know this to 
be the caſe, But however this might be, no mat- 
ter to Mr. Hf, ſo long as the ſtory is capable of 
ron, told, to make Mr. WzsLEY appear ridicu- 
lous! 
Page 37. There are other anecdotes of Mr, 
*& fou x's ridiculouſneſs “ But ſufficient has been 
obſerved, for any diſpaſſionate perſon to judge, 
„% how far the ſaid lounx has a right to trumpet 
„ himſelf forth, as the greateſt man that ever lived 
« ſince ConsTANTINE the Great.“ Diſpaſſionate 
perſons, does Mr. Hit ſay ? If theſe are to judge, de- 
3 upon it, judgment will be given againſt Mr. 
111. Yea, it is already given by thouſands 
of them, both Calviniſts and Arminians. Let 
not Mr, Hit, then, imagine, that he has ſatisfied 
the diſpaſhonate; indeed he has not. They are 
the ſupercilious, the imperious, the dogmatical, the 
inſolent, the ignorant, the hovbrained bigots, who 


can 
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can inſult merit, deſpiſe age, wiſdom, labaur, pa- 
tience and uſefulneſs, when it does not coincide 
with their beloved dogmas, who are ſatisſied with 
his performance. | 
Thid. © In all probability a commiſſion will be 
te given to the redoubtable THonas Orivers''— 
© to leather me, for thus preſuming to develop the 
© perfections of his maſter.” I am glad to find 
Mr. HII is conſcious, that he deſerves leathering. 
But I cannot give him his due. I believe there is 
a God. I fear him. I helieve his word, I have 
alſo, a little regard to oH NV, and to my own 
REPUTATION, Was I as devoid of theſe, as Mr. 
H111's performance indicates him to be, I ſhould, 
without doubt, leather him moſt heartily, But 
vengeance is mine, ſaith the Loxp, I will repay it. 
But what had I done to Mr, Hitt, that I 
ſhould be brought into the queſtion ? That I ſhould 
be ſo abufed, mal treated, and inſulted? I had no hand 
either in writing or Teri © the ſermon which 
gave offence to Mr. Hitt, I never wrote a line, 
or a word, to his diſadvantage, I never, that I re- 
member, ſo much as mentioned his name, in any 
publication of mine. And the worſt word I ever 
gave him was, Sir,” or Mr. Hitt,” I have 
ſeveral times, of late, met him, and have always, in 
the moſt reſpectful manner, aſked him how he did. 
In the name of heaven, then, what could inſpire him 
to fall upon me? Was it becauſe I am an Armi- 
nian, ſo called? Or becauſe, about go years ago, 1 
followed an honeſt trade? Or was it hecauſe, on 
receiving an inſult from Mr. B. for doing that 
which is the duty, of every maſter of a family, 
J would not firihe again ! Is this the reaſon that, 
with a ſneer, he calls me the unfighting hero?” 
If to be © xo STRIKER, or, which is the ſame, 
to refuſe to fight, be a crime in me, as a preacher of 
the goſpel, then my fighting muſt be a virtue, Now, 
if it is a virtue in me, it muſt be fo in my dear 
TR. Brother, 
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Brother, and fellow-labourer, Mr. RowLtand 
Hitt, What objection, then, can pear brother 
HILL have, to give his moſt belaved brother OL1- 
VERS a meeting in the Tabernacle Yard, with a good 
ſword and a brace of piſtols, that, out of mere 
loving-kindnefſs, and ' chrijltian charity, we may, 
in the moſt orthodox, and genteel manner, 
whip each other through the lungs, or, blow out 
our MOST DE Piotr ans Weadek, By fo doing, DEAR 
BROTHER HIII knows, we ſhall end our diſpute 
and our exiſtence together; and leave, to all the 
world, a laſting monument of our chriſtian forbear- 
ance, humility, love and meekneſs: which will be 
ſome sua compenſation for the n1cuTyY Loss of 
two ſuch 1uyoRTANT members of ſociety! 


With regard to the circumſtances of Mr. Hitr's 
ſtory concerning Mr, B—n, and me, they bring to 
my remembrance a couple of lines, I often heard 
when I was a boy, X 


Almanacks new, 
Some LIES and ſome true, 


But the moſt material of them are, certainly, of the 
F1R$ST fort. As 1. I have no © young woman that,” 
properly ſpeaking, © boards with” me. 2. Mr. Bn 
never laid me * iprawling in the kennel.” g. He 
never © knocked off” my © hat and wig.” 4. I 
never * aroſe. out of the kennel ;”” for I never was 
in it. 5, I never ſhook off any “ adhering mud; 
for none ever adhered to me. 6. I never © gathered 
up“ my © hat and wig;“ for they were never off. 
7. I never © barricaded”” my“ door.” 8. I never 
« ſecured the avenues.” Here, then, we have 
FIGHT LYING circumſtances, im ONE of Mr, 
Hitt's © AUTHENTIC anecdotes !'* This ſeveral 
eye-witneſles can atteſt on 0aTu, What, then, is 

| Ez the 
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the world to think of Mr. Row, ND HIII, and of 
his © AUTHENTIC” anecdotes ? Why, 


That the firſt is a LIAR, 
And the fecond are Lis, 


Page gg. I ſincerely pray, that God would 
deeply convince this unhappy man of the wick- 
© edneſs of his heart, and convert him to the faith 
« and practice of a Chriſtian,” So then, Mr. 
W=xsLEY is neither CONVINCED nor CONVERTED : 
has neither the FA1TH nor the PRACTICE of a Chriſ- 
tian ! Of conſequence, he muſt be a Turk or a 
Heathen, or ſomething equally bad. But Mr, Hit. 
« ſincerely” prays. for him, as did Mr. RichARO 
Hil, wy Mr. TorlAbp long ago. The Scripture 
ſays, What two or three ſhall agree to aſk on earth, 
it ſhall be anſwered in heaven. But here is an 
Ele& and holy Triumvirate, who have for years 
been praying for the conviction and converſion of 
one wicked heretic? yet ſtill he remains the ſame, 
What is the reaſon that ſo many pious prayers are 
not anſwered ? Is it becauſe they do not aſk in faith, 
nothing doubting ? Or, becauſe Mr. WesLtey is a 
downright 18 whom God has decreed never 
to convince Or convert / 

„If I know any thing of myſelf, I owe him no 
« perſonal ill-will whatever.” I am ſadly miſtaken, 
then, if every candid man will not conclude, that 
Mr. Hitz knows nothing of himfelf; ſeeing he 
has given ſuch proof of the moſt envenomed and 
rancorous hatred, 

Mr. HII confeſſes, For a long time, I was ſo 
„ prejudiced in his favour, that I could not bear 
to hear any thing againſt him.” And ſoit would 
have been to this hour, but for pride, envy, and 
the dear doctrine of reprobating decrees. Howe- 
ver, we ſee from hence, that, even, Mr. Row- 
LAND HIII can, not only in doctrine, but alſo 
in afſection and behaviour too, vecr about in his 
turn, 


Toid, 
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Bid.“ I own my miſtake, in having, formerly 
* blamed others who have treated him with ſeve- 
„ rity,” So we ſee, Mr, Hitt has formerly been 
miſtaken: and what has been, may be again, I: 
is not, therefore, impoſſible but he may live to own 
his preſent miſtake. | 

But, he ſays, I am © really forry to find myſelf 
& obliged, at length, to do the ſame; that is, to 
abuſe Mr. Wes1zy, Mr, Hit is © really ſorry !” 
I hope he will be able to ſupport under the 
mighty load! that it may not fink him into the 
earth ! that it may not break his heart! | 

© My only deſire is, that the eyes of ſome good 
4 people who are ſtill duped and hood-winked by 
& his artifices, may be opened to diſcern what he 
& 25,” Whatever may be Mr. Hirr's defire, his 
labour will certainly be in vain. For thoſe © good 
% people“ he I of, who have been eye-wit- 
neſſes of Mr. WzesLty's conduct, for 10, 20, go, 
and 40 years, are fully ſatisfied that Mr. WESLEx 
is a wiſe, holy,” indefatigable, and uſeful man; and 
that Mr. Hit, in ſaying the contrary, is, a pert 
and wicked flanderer. | 

Page 40. May all who profeſs to know the 
© truths of the goſpel, prove the integrity of their 
« hearts by the uprightneſs of their lives.” But 
does not Mr. Hitt know that there are many re- 
probates among theſe? And are ſuch to * prove 
&« the integrity of their hearts by the uprightneſs of 
« their lives“! And as to the Ele, was it not 
unchangeably deerecd from eternity what they 
mould do! Wherefore, then, does Mr, HII waſte 
his precious prayers for the J e 5 of 
that which cannot be, on the one hand, and of that 
which muft be, on the other? 

But Mr. Hitz will ſtick cloſe to Mr. Wesrey's. 
fide, to. the very laſt. Therefore he prays that 
theſe profeſſors, by their integrity and uprightneſs, 
may * convince the world, of the falſeh of this 
hee | ES * crafty 
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& crafty man; whoſe religion conſiſts in traducin 

&* others, and in magnifying his wretched ſelf,” Mr, 
West never denied, that there are wiſe and 
holy people, even, among the profeſſors of Calvin's 


_ Colpel. To inſinuate the contrary, is an evidence 


thai Mr. HII is ſomething which is far worſe than 
a crafty man. But Mr. Westey's © religion con- 
« fiſts in traducing others, and in Wer, en his 
© wretched ſelf,” And does Mr. HIIII declare 
this? that traducing others, and magnifying him- 
felf, is Mr. WESsLEV's religion? Let all who have 
known Mr, Wesrtr, theſe go or 40 years, bear 
witneſs, if this, alfo, is not the voice of a moſt 
MALIGNANT SLANDERER, a 


I have now gone through the whole of this moſt 
extraordinary performance; and have faithfully 
taken notice of every thing material therein, But, 
before I conclude, I muſt beg leave to add a few 
General Obſervations upon the whole, | 


And, Firft, I obſerve that this performance is 
remarkably Tr1TE :* conſiſting frequently of ale, 
bald, thread-bare, worn-out oblervations; borrowed 
there was no need of ſtealing them) from the writ- 
ings of Mr, Torre, Mr. Ricuazp Hitt, and 
Mr. CAI EB Evans, For inſtance; the flanderous 
ſtory of Mr. Wers IE x's caſting lots for his creed, is 
taken from Mr. Tor lap and Mr, RichARD HII I. 
The Rorics of ERAsuus, and of EN Och and Eti- 
JAH, are, alſo, taken from the aforeſaid gentlemen, 
The ſtories of the Norwich ſtage-coach, of the Mi- 
mates, of merit, of juſtification by works, of the 
church of England, &c. &c, are taken only from 
Mr. R1enanxd Hitt, The ſtories of Dr. Joun- 
so, of the Americans, of what Mr, WesLzy ſaid 
concerning ſeeing a certain book, &c, &c, are taken 
from Mr. Kn Evaxs. There are alſo, perhaps, 
not leſs than fifteen or twenty other obſervations, 
Y any which, 


. 
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which, though taken from one or other of the 
1 gentlemen above-mentioned, Mr. HII has, very 
U gravely, made, as if they were the effect of his own , 
pure invention, Yea, to the honour of his fertile 
imagination be it ſpoken, his moſt darling ep1thets, 
phraſes, alluſions, and metaphors, originally dropt 
from the nectarious lips, or pens, of the aforeſaid gen- 


tlemen ! It was by theſe, therefore, that Mr, Hit. 

| was taught, to call the aged, venerable, learned, and 

\ laborious Mr, WzsLey, plain Joun, and WesLEyY ; 
| 


Parisr, and PELacian; SOCINIAN, and DEIST : 
a BUNGLAR, A LYAR, a FOOL, a KNAVE, an IMPOS= 
TURE, a WRETCH, an APOSTATE, a MISCREANT, 
| &c. &c. So that we have reaſon to believe, if it 
l had not been for the aſſiſtance Mr. Hitt found in 
| the writings of thele gentlemen ; and, in particu- 
| lar, (if I am not miſinformed) if it had not been 
| for what Mr. Tor rab, like an honeft man, in- 
truded into Mr. HIIT's copy, without the know- 
| ledge of the author, his performance muſt have 
| 8 . 2 
cut a moſt ſhabby figure in the world. 

But, however this might be, ſeeing all theſe ca- 
lumnies, lies, flanders, Kc. have, ſo repeatedly, and 
ſo abundantly, been anſwered; how unfair, how 
unjuſt, how unworthy the character of a chriſtian- 
controvertiſt, whoſe foe buſineſs is to diſcover 
| truth; to repeat, and re- urge, theſe ſelf-ſame objec- 
0 tions, without taking the leaſt notice of any an- 
| ſwers made to them! If ſuch modes of controverſy 
| are inadmiſſible in the. ſchools, in the ſenate, in 
| courts of judicature, and in the common affairs of 
life, why (in the name of Chriſtianity, I aſk) are 
they admitted into Chriſtian controverſy ? 

If a propoſition ſeems, either falſe or doubtful; or 

| if a word or an action ſeems reproveable; a candid, 
- chriſtian man, may propoſe and urge his objections. 

If theſe are fry, and fully anſwered, (no matter 
by whom, ſuppoſe it were even by BALAAu's aſs!) 


the objector ought, not only to be ſilent in future 3 


but 


— 
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but, moſt readily and gladly, to own his miſtake. 


In this caſe, his controverting, or rather, his ob- 


jecting, would be looked on as a CANDID ENQUIRY 
AFTER TRUTH, But, on the other hand, to object, 


and controvert, in the manner Mr, HII, and his 


fellows, have done, is, fſtrifily and properly, nei- 
ther more nor (eſs, neither be/ter nor worſe, than 


downright abufing, ſcolding, and black-guarding, 


Secondly, I obſerve, This performance is 18A 


LATIVE and IMPERTINEXT, To repeat a Topla- 
d:an metaphor, that which © raiſed the bniltles,” 
of this champion, was, what Mr, Wester had 
laid, in his ſermon, concerning Mr. Wur- 
FIELD'S attachment to the diſſenters. Now, what 


has all the trumpery, that fills up about go of Mr.. 


HILI's pages, to do with this? Had he wrote in 
point, he either would have propoſed his fubjett 


more at large, or elſe have confined himſelf to the. 


ſingle queſtion, concerning Mr. WIT ETIE LD, In- 
ſtead of this, we are told of Mr. WesLzy's caſting; 


lots for his creed; of his muſing in the Norwich 


coach; of the minutes of our conferences; of 
Biſhop ERAsuus; of the diſpute with Mr, Carr 
Evans; of—in ſhort, of any thing that comes firſt. 
hand: whether it be to the purpoſe, or ever ſo remote. 
from it. Now, is not this a demonſtration of Mr, 
Hils great acquaintance with the laws of contro- 
verſy-? And, allo, what an ornament he is to that: 
renowned Seminary, which ſo generoully cave 
him his degree of Maſter of Arts! Does it not 
rather indicate, that his Alma Mater, was a certain 
place of public reſort, between London Bridge and: 
the Tower, where Tim. Turbot is Vice Chancellor, 


and Lydia Lobfter is Public Orator ! 


Thirdly, I obſerve, Mr. HII I's performance is 
exceedingly UNCHARITABLE, True, genuine, Goſ- 
pel Charity, according to St. PavLi, thinketh xo 

' LVLLi, 
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xzvit, But Mr, HII ſeems to think xo coop of 
Mr. WESsIEVY. Nay, it is certain he does not, if 
we may judge of his thoughts by the whole of this 
letter; wherein, (it is aſtoriſhing to obſerve !) he has 
not ſaid one kind, handſome, civil, or decent thin 
of Mr. WesLEy, from beginning to end! But al 
is uniformly ſaid in the moſt uncharitable, un- 
friendly, inhuman, and cruel manner, 

Among other things, he intimates that this great 
and good man, who has turned thouſands from the 
evil of their way, was never convinced or con- 
verted himſelf : that therefore he is a ſtranger to the 
faith and the practice of the Goſpel. — Mr, HII. 
has very little doubt (of conſequence he has very 
little charity) that for profit's fake Mr. WesLevy 
would “ profeſs himſelf as ſtaunch a Calviniſt as 
any in the land.“ There, reader, there is cha- 
rity up to the very throat! And though ſo much 
had been ſaid to the contrary, by three or four dif- 
ferent authors, yet Mr. HiLL inſiſts on it, that Mr. 
WesLey told “ a moſt wilful, groſs, and abomina- 
ble untruth,” Had Mr. HIL poſſeſſed the cha- 
rity, that khopeth and believeth all things, he would 
have found, at leaſt, one way for Mr, WSsLIEV's eſ- 
cape ; inſtead of involving him in ſuch mighty 
condemnation. It never would have entered into 
his heart, that Mr. WESLEY is a“ gray-headed ene- 
„my to all righteouſneſs.” ———That he is * the 
© moſt envenomed foe.to the Goſpel of Chriſt, that 
“ has ever flouriſhed fince the days of Petacius,” 
hat his © soLE 1 conſiſts in his ye r= 
* FECT HATRED of all goodneſs, and good men!” 
Now, if there be any thing like Chriſtian charity in 
all this, and abundance of the {ame fort, what are 
we to call mean, vile, unchriſt ian, and diabolical 
cenſoriouſneſs ? 


Fourthly, I obſerve, Mr. Hiri's letter contains 
a great number of xorORIOUS FALSEHOODS, As, 
I (1.) © Not 


——_— — — 
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{1.) * Not a fingle line, tending fo vindicate or 
&« illuſtrate any one fundamental doctrine of the 
„ Goſpel appears throughout the whole,” page 4. 


(.) He traduces and mifreprefents the character 


of Mr. WulrETIEI Dp, page 5. | 
(3.) It would be a greater miracle to redden Mr. 

Wes1ty's forchead with a bluſh, than to make the 

ſtones cry out, ibid. 9 5 
(4.) „He lyingly maintains, that he himſelf was 


and is the great apoſtle of this mighty work,“ 


age 6, 
(5.) „His caſting lots for his creed,” is a wer, 
© KNOWN FACT,” page 8. 


(6.) * At two ſtrides, he completely gets rid of 


5 the righteouſneſs of Chriſt,” page 9. 
(.) The atonement and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 

he confiders as mere words,” page 10. 

(8.) He * poſitively recanted and renounced the 
& grand Proteſtant doctrine of Zuftification by faith 
& alone,” ibid. 

(9.) He forbids © his preachers to ſay, My Lady,” 
Page 11. | 

(10.) He fets himfelf up as © the greateſt miniſter 
in the world,” page 12, 1, 

5, e ſtrove to add himſelf to“ the number of 
„ Engliſh biſhops,” page 14. | 

(412.) Whether ERAsuus “ was a biſhop or a 

% pick-pocket, no one, as yet has been able to find 
6 out,” page 15, | 

(13.) © If Mr. Was v be not one of theſe doc- 
e trinal denyers (of our national creeds) there never 
&« was an heretic, nor an apoſtate, ſince the world 
„began,“ page 16. 

(14.) He was “ detected in Briſtol, in a moſt 
& wilful, grofs and abominable untruth, page 1 5 

(15.) With © ungodly craft he claws up the aſhes 
& of the {acred dead,” page 18. 


- (t6,) Mr, WurirerigLd © was quite the reverſe 
: 40 of 


—_ 
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* of what” Mre Wzsrzy “ has been pleaſed to 


1 ar 1 ** him, ibid. 


(17.) Wulrzrizl5 was Mr. Waslav- 5 
& maſter,” e * 
(18.) He is © a liar of the moſt gigantic magni- 


Ly tude, * pa E 20, 


( 19.) « All are againſt the Church, who teſtify 


00 againſt the errors and ungodlineſs of Pope John, 


pag e 21. 


(20.) © The ſum of his preaching is I, I, I, I; I, 


« and my brother, my brother and I, have done all 


te the work that has been done in this land,” ibid. 
(21.) „ Such is the humble ſtyle in which Mr. 
ec 133 pleaſed to ſpeak of his high and mighty 
« ſelf,” ge 22. 
(22 ) be work he is engaged in, (cannot be a 
ha opel work,” ibid. 
2g.) We find no Goſpel in his ſermon from ba- 
ginning to end,” ibid. 
(24.) He © has no need of Chriſt's righteouſneſs,” 
age 23 
N Fs, ö « But does Mr. WzsLzy indeed profeſs to 
& ſtand in no need of Chriſt's righteouſneſs? He 
6 does,” ibid. 
-(26,) « He plainly . it as his belief, that 
« ABrAnan's or that Daviy's righteouſneſs Will 
„ do him as much good as the righteoulngls of 
6 . ibid. 
27.) „ The doctrine which he preaches, will 
* SURELY lead them” (his followers) “ to hell,“ 
Page 24. 
28.) He is now departed from the very ſuburhs 
« of Chriſtianity,” 0 dp 
(29.) He wifhes them to © love darkneſs rathar 
& than light,” page 25. 
(30.) © The Goſpel is a commodity he has na- 
& thing to do with,” wid. 
(31 F « Whatever occaſional good may flill be 


F done, it never CAN be done by him, wid, 
| (32. ) And 


- 
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(32.) © And many an hard trial has been made 
by” Mr. WEsLZY, © to quench yp [mall remains of 


"66 * light“ of ſalvation, page 26 


(33.) He tells “ the world, that he is the ableſt 
« and moſt uſeful man that has ever lived ſincę 
„% CONSTANTINE the Great,” page 27. 

(34) He is © the moſt envenomed foe to the 
* Goſpel of Chriſt, that has flouriſhed fince the 
« days of Px TAS,“ id. 

(35 5.) „When intereſt and convenience require, 
% he ſhifts and veers about like a weather-cock, 1 
page 28. 

36.) Whatever he ſays, whether pro or con, muſt 
* undoubtedly (to uſe his own words) be all true, 


& all agreeable to the oracles of God,” ibid. 


37.) „Any old woman's tale—is ſure to gain 

& his credit, even in preference to the truth con- 
& tained in the Goſpel itlelf,” page 29. 

(38.) He impiouſly neglefts the word of God, 

throughout the whole of his harangue,” _ :.-. 

39.) He is Ever raiſing malicious accuſations 


ec « againſt the lives and dottrines of all Calviniſts,” 


W ) He exerts „ all his art, to irritate the Civil 
% Powers againſt all the people of God,” page 30. 

ber. He is © the moſt thorough-paced, and viru- 
« lent Diſſenter in the King's dominions,” ibid. 

(42. .) The wretch, undoubtedly, here ſpeaks, as 
4e he wiſhes,” viz, that the Civil Rulers would fall 
on the Calviniſts, page g1. 

) His © ſole merit is that of kindling the flame 

« of eccleſiaſtical and civil diſcord,” ibid. 

« ka His * /ole perfection conſiſts in his perfe& 
atred of 21}! goodneſs. ard good men,” ibid. 
(45.) © This — vu m ſcreant” invites © the 

b King and his Miniſters” © to fall upon” a © ver 
4 large body of reſpectable and faithful ſubjects,“ 
d. 


(46.) According to, him, Calviniſts and all 


„ Ditlenters 
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© Diſſenters are xX AEIS: and rebels deſerve to be 
* ed, drawn and quartered,” page ga. 
4 (47- « But a very little time fince” he © had 
& been joining, with hand, pen, and heart —“ to 
“ aid, abet, encourage and promote this ſelf · ſame Ame- 
& rican rebellion,” ibid. 
(48.) He . attempts—to make our Civil Gover- 
© nors commence perſecutors,” page gb. | 

(49-) This anecdote (concerning Mr, B's laying me 

© ſprawling in the kennet”) © is authentic,” page 38. 
(50.) Mr. Wesrzy's * religion conſiſts in traduc- 
ing others, and in magnifying his wretched ſelf,” 
o. ä ; | 

1 a reader, here is a faithful cata of moſt 
notorious untruths, in this ſelf. ſame mance of 
Mr. Hitt, By which it appears, he has told 
no leſs than zo falſehoods, in 40 pages. Believe 
me, I am not talking at random, I am abſolutely 
certain of what I ſay, And if any one article, in 
the —— number, is not already fufficiently 
demonſtrated, I am ready, when properly called 
on, to ſupply the defect. Indeed, the 50 parti- 
culars above mentioned, are not all of the ſort 
to be found in this repoſitory of falſehoods. Ten, 
if not twenty inſtances more, might be given, with- 
out injuſtice to Mr. H11t, or impoſition on the 
reader, But the number already ſpecified, is more 
than ſufficient to mark his ch , as to literary 
veracity. | i 
Fiſthly, To all that has been ſaid, I ſhall add a 
few quotations, to ſhew that Mr, HILI's per- 
formance is moſt remarkably scurR1LOUs— 
Page 4. Mr. WzsLey is called, „ The Lying 
« ayosTLE of the Foundery,” — Page 5. He is 
called “ this moſt marvellous Mr. Joan :” * this 
® falſe accuſer.“ — hid. His preachment' is 
« trumpery.”— 16:4, Mr, WriTtEr1iELD is“ ſcratched 
6 out of his grave, by the claws of a deſigning 
; FOE F * wolf.“ 
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© olf.“ id. Mr. HII points out © the remark 
«© with which the LISE LILER begins his tale.“ 
— Page 6, He is called © the difatorial Mr, Joux.“ 
-d. He LyIinGcLY maintains that he himſelf 
* was, and is, the great apoſtle of this mighty work.“ 
id. He is called plain “ Jon,” —Page g. Mr. 
HII finds him FLOUN DRIN AWAY through 
e thick and thin: waxing every year, _ and 
& worſe,” like St, PauL's © evil men and ſeducers,” 
—Page11, * He, and his LAY-LUBBERS”—* go forth 
“ to poiſon the minds of men,” — bid. He is an 
* INTERLOPER.”—16:d. The chapel now building, 
Mr. H11.1, to be ſure, calls, Mr. et © new 
© conventicle,” — Page 12, In Mr. WSsTIEV's 
houſes “female ſervants” are “by charitable cour- 
« teſy, called maids.” — id. He is called, © this 
© Solomon in a caſſock.— Page 14. He is © the 
& Solomon of the Foundery.”—Page 16. The mem- 
bers of Mr. WESsIEV's ſocieties are called “ Jour- 
„ ITESs.“ — Page 18. Mr. Hitt marks the venom, 
© that now diftils from his [Mr. WzsLEY's] GMAC - 
© LESS PEN,” —1{bid, With © unNGODLY CRAFT he 
& claws up the aſhes of the ſacred dead.” id. He 
is an © UNGODLY SLANDERER,” Page 20, He is 
an „ UNFEELING REVILER,” — 16b:d, And little as 
« the reviler is, he is © a LYAR OF THE MOST G- 
& GANTIC MAGNITUDE,” — Page 21, Mr. HIII 
tells the world of © WzsLEtyY's ragged legion of 
« preaching barbers, coblers, tinkers, ſcavengers, dray- 
& men, and chimney ſweepers.” —Page 23. He is an 
« important XN OUN-SUBSTANTIVE, — 161d, He is a 
te ſtrutting I ' itſelf.” —Page 24. He is a © blind 
% cuipe.” —Page go. He is © A DEVIL.” —Page 
31. He is a“ diſappointed OxLAN PDO Furioso,” 
id. He is an APOSTATE MISCREANT.” 
Page gg. He is a © SUPERFICIAL, UNSTABLE, TEM- 
&© PORIZING WEATHER-COCK.” Page 34. © Joan 
& WESLEY DESERVES to be REWARDED with a 


& NECKCLOTH OF HEMP,” —Page 35, He is “en- 
& titled 
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titled to a Tyburn tippet. — id. He is a 8HAT» 
© TER-BRAINED old gentleman,” who ought to be 
locked up in a garret.” —Page 36. He is a © hving 
t lump of inconſiſtencies.” —Page 39. His Ju_ 
© condutt declares him incorr:gible,” —Page 40. He 
is a * crafty man.” I therefore appeal to every 
candid man, if this TRITE, IRRELATIVE, UNCHA= 
RITABLE, LYING performance, is not molt remark- 
ably scuRRILOUS ? 

Now, for argument ſake, let us ſuppoſe, that 

Mr, WesLEy is nothing remarkable either for ſenſe, 
learning, holineſs, labour, or uſefulneſs ; on this ſup- 
polition, does reaſon or rel:gton, does humanity, 
courteſy, or decency, juſtify ſuch treatment of him? 
Mr, HII I is a young man, Mr. WESTE is old : 
Mr. Hitt has ſeen but little of the world, 
Mr. WesLEy has ſcen very much of it. Now, if 
it were only on this account, ought not Mr, HII. 
to ſhew ſome REST; at leaſt, ought he not to 
keep within the bounds of ptEcexCy, in his treat- 
ment of Mr. WesLzy? If Mr. Hits could not 
prevail on himſelf to do it for Mr. WEsIE 's ſake, 
ought he not for his own ſake to have done it? To 
— religion out of the queſtion, can Mr, Hits. 
upport the character of a gentleman, while ſuch 
low, mean, coarſe, illiberal language, proceeds out 
of his mouth? While this is the caſe, will the 
conſideration of being Sir RowLaxy HIIL's ſon, 
be ſufficient to point him out as a real gentle- 
man ? which is only another term ſor a wel! bred" 
man. _—_— | 

But ſuppoſe, notwithſtanding all Mr. Hitt has 
ſaid to the contrary, that the world ſhould look on 
Mr. WesLEyY as a man of ſenſe and learning; as 
a perſon who has done and ſuffered much for reli- 
gion ; and as having been remarkably uſeful in his 

ay and generation : on this ſuppoſition, what will 
ſober, decent, candid men think, of the behaviour 
of this young cavalier ? _— his preſent treatment 
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© olf.“ id. Mr. HII points out © the remark 


„ with which the LtiBeLLEs begins his tale.“ 


— Page 6, He is called © the dictatorial Mr. Jour,” 
id. He © LYiNnGLY maintains that he himſelf 
«© was, and is, the great apoſtle of this mighty work.“ 
id. He is called plain “ JohN.“ —Page g. Mr. 
HII finds © him riLounDERING AWAY through 
te thick and thin: waxing every year, _ and 
& worſe,” like St. PauL's © evil men and ſeducers. 
Page 11. He, and his LAy-LUBBERS”—* go forth 
© to poiſon the minds of men,” — hid. He is an 
* 1NTERLOPER,''—1b1d. The ma now building, 
Mr. HITII, to be ſure, calls, Mr, WesLty's © new 
© conventicle,” — Page 12. In Mr. WZSsIEV's 
houſes “female ſervants” are “ by charitable cour- 
« tefy, called maids.” — bid. He is called, © this 
© Solomon in a caſſock.” —Page 14. He is “ the 
& Solomon of the Foundery.”'—Page 16. The mem- 
bers of Mr. WzsLEY's ſocieties are called © Joux- 
. ITESs.“ — Page 18. Mr. HIII marks the venom, 
& that now diftils from his [Mr. WesLEv's] GRACE» 
© LESS PEN,” — bid. With © unNGoDLY CRAFT he 
&. claws up the aſhes of the ſacred dead.” —1b:d. He 
is an © UNGODLY SLANDERER.,.” Page 20. He is 
an „ UNFEELING REVILER,”— id. And little as 
« the reviler is, he is © a LYAR OF THE MOST Si- 
„ GANTIC MAGNITUDE,” — Page 21, Mr. HIII 


tells the world of WESsIEV's ragged legion of 


« preaching barbers, coblers, tinkers, ſcavengers, dray- 
t men, and chimney ſweepers.” —Page 23, He is an 
« important NOUN-SUBSTANTIVE, — id. He is a 
« ſtrutting 1 # it/elf.” —Page 24. He is a © blind 
„% cuipe.” —Page go. He is © A DEVIL,” —Page 
31. He is a“ diſappointed Ox LIAN DO Furioso,” 
id. He is an © AFOSTATE MISCREANT.““ 
Page gg. He is a *© SUPERFICIAL, UNSTABLE, TEM- 
&© PORIZING WEATHER-COCK.” Page 34. Joun 
& WESLEY DESERVES to be REWARDED With a 


& NECKCLOTH OF HEMP,” —Page 33. He is “en- 
& titled 
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& titled to a Tyburn tippet. — id. He is a SHAr- 
© TER-BRAINED old gentleman,” who ought to be 
© locked up in a garret.” —Page 36. He is a“ lui 
te lump of inconſiſtencies.” —Page 39. His Panels 
conduct declares him incorrigible.— Page 40. He 
is a * crafty man.“ I therefore appeal to every 
candid man, if this RI TE, Ia RELATIVE, UNCHA- 
RITABLE, LYING performance, is not moſt remark- 
ably scuRRILOUS ? 

Now, for argument ſake, let us ſuppoſe, that 
Mr, WesLEyY is nothing remarkable either for ſenſe, 
learning, holineſs, labour, or uſefulneſs ; on this ſup- 
polition, does reaſon or religion, does humanity, 
courteſy, or decency, juſtify ſuck treatment of him ? 
Mr, Hitt. is a young man, Mr. WESsTEv is odd 
Mr. HIII has ſeen but little of the world, 
Mr. WesLEy has ſcen very much of it. Now, if 
it were only on this account, ought not Mr, HII. 
to ſhew ſome resyECT; at leaſt, ought he not to 
keep within the bounds of pecexCy, in his treat- 
ment of Mr, WesLtty? If Mr, Hitz could not 
prevail on himſelf to do it for Mr. WesLzr's fake, 
ought he not for his own ſake to have done it ? To 
put religion out of the queſtion, can Mr. Hits 

upport the character of a gentleman, while ſuch 
low, mean, coarſe, illiberal language, proceeds out 
of his mouth? While this is the caſe, will the 
conſideration of being Sir RowiAN D HIIL's fon, 
be ſufficient to point him out as a real gentle- 
man ? which is only another term for a wel! bred” 

Man. 4 | 
But ſuppoſe, notwithſtanding all Mr. HIT has 
ſaid to the contrary, that the world ſhould look on' 
Mr. WesLEY as a man of ſenſe and learning; as 
a perſon who has done and ſuffered much for reli- 
you ; and as having been remarkably uſeful in his 
ay and generation : on this ſuppoſition, what will 
ſober, decent, candid men think, of the behaviour 
of this young cavalier ? - gt his preſent treatment 
2 of 


| 
| 
t 
| 
| 


* - 
1 3 


4 —— — — — u—— — . 


[ 69-3 


of fuch a veteran, in the ſervice of Chriſt, be to 

them any argument of Mr. Hilt's wiſdom, pru- 
dence, meekneſs, and patience ? Will they look on 
this behaviour as an ornament to his character and 
profeſſion ? Or as a credit to thoſe Chriſtian, and 

es congregations, where he ſo often flou- 
riſhes away? In very deed, they will not, 

- I remember, that two or three years ago, a pub- 

lic print took notice of Mr, IIIII's great modeſiy 

in calling the late celebrated Mr, WuITrETIEID his 

FREDECESSOR ! Now, if it pleaſes his little heart, 

10 be viewed in ſo reſpectable a light, I aſk, is it a 

credit, or a ſcandal, to the memory of Mr. WRITE 

FIELD, that his GREAT SUCCEsS0R ſhould ſo treat 
his friend and brother ? whom, to the laſt, he eſ- 
teemed and honoured above any other man in the 
world. 

. Many years when Mr, WesLEy was ſup- 
2 to be dying in London, and when Mr. 

'HITEFIELD was coming from Briſtol to take his 
leave of him, after mentioning it to a numerous 
congregation, ke cried out, with a ſhower of tears, 

„O England! England! England! when he is gone, 
thou canſt not find his fellow.” But Mr, Hitz, 
Mr. WarTzritLd's renowned ſucceſſor, gives a quite 
different account of Mr. WESIEVY. He tells the 
world, that he fears this © LYixc apoſtle of the 
© Foundery” — This „ ungodly flanderer” — This 
& unfeeling reviler — This © ſuperficial, unſtable, tem- 
& porifeng weather- cock — This“ APOSTATE MISCRE= 
© ANT''—This © DEVII,“—“ has been a ſtranger 
<« to religion all his life;“ and that he has © been 
„waxing worſe and worle every year;” and that 
he now © deſerves a neckcloth of hemp.“ 

And a few years before Mr, WIT ETI ID died, 
he, being in Edinburgh on Mr, WesLEeY's coming to 
that city, faidto Mrs. G. (who gave me the account,) 
« Well, Madam, one of the greateſt men is come 
to your city, that ever was in it.” But Mr, 2 
i £5 lays, 
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ſays, that “ this Sotouox in a caſſock“; this 
important noun 8 this © ſtrutting I b'1t- 
&« ſelf”; this © blind guide“; this © LyYar of the 
© moſt gigantic magnitude”, is © the moſt enve- 
* nomed foe to the Goſpel of Chriſt, that has flou- 
6+ riſhed ſince the days of PeLacivs.” | 
While Mr, WutrttrierD lived, he was glad to 
confirm his love to the members of Mr. WESLEV'S 
ſocieties, by preaching in their houſes; by fitting 
at their tables; by lying in their beds; and by 
converſing with them, late and early, in the moſt 
friendly and chriſtian manner, When he preach- 
ed in Mr, Wzstzy's pulpits, in the North of 
England, among others, he has ſeveral times done 
me the honour of making my houſe his home. On 
all ſuch occahons, multitudes can tell what ex- 
preſſions of the higheſt eſteem he frequently made 
uſe of, in exhorting Mr, WesLev's ſocieties; in 
keeping Love-feaſts, and Watch-nights with them; in 
his tabie-talk ; and as he travelled with them by the 
way. Nay, ſtrange as it may ſeem, he has been 
known to ſay, that he found xorE Chriſtian freedom 
among Mr, WesLzv's people, than he did among 

his own in London, 
But, with Mr. WuairteritLd's ſucceſſor, as Mr. 
RowLanp H1LrL calls himſelf, theſe ſelf- ſame peo- 
le are a pack of © carinc purges, whom he”? 
{Mr. WesLEy ] © leads by the noſe,” They © are 
% TOAD EATERS to Mr, Jonx.“ They are © his 
© DELUDED FOLLOWERS, Who” if they “ finally 
& continue ſuch, it is 1MPOSSIBLE that any of 
© them ſhould” find their way to heaven.“ : 
And as to the preachers in connexion with Mr: 
Wes1Ezyv, theſe have frequently received very great 
marks of Mr, WaiTter1ELD's eſteem, In private 
he has converſed with them, as -with sede 
and fellow labourers, In public, he has frequently 
ſaid far greater things in their favour, than Mr. 
WSIE V thought * to ſay. And as 3 
at 
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that what he ſaid was the ſentiments of his heart, 
he never ſeemed happier than when he had a num- 
ber of them about him. When he had an opportu- 
nity, he gladly attended our Conferences: ſome- 
times, with pleaſure liſtening to our debates, and, 
at others, joining in them, in the moſt friendly and 
chriſtian manner. On theſe occaſions, he has more 
than once favoured us with a ſuitable ſermon : in 
which he has often ſaid fuch things in our behalf, 
as decency forbids me to mention. The laſt Con- 
ference we had while he lived, (which was juſt be- 
tore he took his laſt farewel of England,) he not 
only attended ; but alſo invited the preachers to 
the-Tabernacle, ordered them to be — round 
the front of his galleries, and preached a good ſer- 
mon, to encourage them in their holy calling. 
When he had done, he took them to his bans, 
by ten or twenty at a time, and entextained them 
in the moſt genteel, the moſt hoſpitable, and the 
moſt friendly manner, 

But Mr. WuirErIETp's ſucceſſor calls thefe yery 
{ame preachers, Mr,Wz$sLEvy's*LAY-LUBBERS,”' who 
go forth 10 — the minds of men, and debauch 
the ſimple from the doctrines of the bible and of 
the church of England.” In other words, they 
are WEsLEY's ragged legion of preaching bar- 
« hers, coblers, tinkers, ſcavengers, draymen, and 
„ chimney-ſweepers.“ Now, reader, is not Mr. 


ROwWTIAND HILL a worthy fſucceſſor to the great, 
the good, the amiable, the friendly, the candid Mr. 
W˖ufirErizip! | 


But what is the matter with this young man? I 
had almoſt faid, what rats, what rury, what 
FJEND hath bewitched him? Here, certainly, is a 

| dreadful diſeaſe. Wrath, rage, malice, ſpite, 

een, cruelty, injuſtice, and falſehood, are its 
ymptoms. But where does it originate? What is 
xs cauſe? Is it ample or complex? ls it latent or 
viſible ? Is it inward or outward? I am inclined to 
wal. | thunk 
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think it is both. For, Firſt, he happens be the 
dregs of a gentleman's family. Secondly, he has 
been ſent to ſchool, Thirdly, he has, by hook or 
by crook, got a degree. Fourthly, he has a for- 
tune. Fiſthly, he has got a piece of a gown. 
Sixthly, he is admitted to preach (the more is the 
pity) in ſeveral very large congregations. Se- 
venthly, he has a great gift of—talking nonſenſe. 
Eighthly, by all theſe means, he is looked on as 
a mighty Oracle, among a multitude of fools, Mr. 
Hitt is not able to bear all this. His head is 
weak; his blood is warm; and his paſſions are ſo 
i{trong, that he is thrown into a DELIRIUM. What 
wonder, then, that he foams and raves like a mad- 
man? What wonder, that he is for ripping up, and 
tearing in pieces, whoever comes in his way 

At preſent he 1s incapable of advice. But ſhould 
his fever abate; ſhould thoſe malignant heats 
ſubſide, which, with the rapidity of a whirlwind, 
drive his blood and ſpixits through every vein and 
artery, I would then approach him with a few 
neceſſary advices. I would then ſay, Mr, Hitt, 
remember, you are but a young man: of conſe- 
quence, your knowledge of men and things can be 
but ſmall. You may poflibly live to ſee, and la- 
ment the great impropriety of your preſent conduct. 
You may live to be reduced to this alternative, 
either, with daring impiety, to ſteel your heart 
againſt conviction, or elſe, with ſhame, to confeſs 


your folly to all the world, 


And the form of this humiliating confeſſion may 
be: In my early days, God, in great mercy to my 
loul, oe me a tincture of true religion, But my 
youthful folly ſoon led me aſtray. Ere I was well 
capable of knowing any thing, my vanity told me 
that I knew all things, And being ſurrounded 
by thouſands, who were as raw and inexperienced 
as mylelf, their admirations and — con- 
tributed to confirm my pleaſing deceit, Being 

| thug 
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thus r&denifhed with imaginary greatneſs, and þ 
filled with a conceit of my own fulneſs; regard- 
leſs of decency, juſtice, or truth, I inſulted hoary 
hairs, even, when found in the way of righte- 
oulneſs. I eſteemed the moſt exalted wiſdom, as | 


| the profoundeſt folly. I trampled on the brighteſt 


virtue, as if it had been the blackeſt vice. The 


moſt mighty and diſintereſted labours, I tarniſhed 


; over with the idea of baſe deſign. Ihe moſt ex- 2 1 ” 
1 tenſive uſefulneſs, I repreſented as a curſe, rather * 
1 than as a bleſſing, to the world. Immaterial miſ- > "Ll. © 


takes, I conſtrued into enormous abſurdities ; and the 

1 ſlighteſt infirmities, I repreſented as dreadful wick- 
edneſs. And inſtead of throwing a mantle of love, 

over the faults which I conceived, I coLLecTtED, A 
from every quarter, all I could find, and cxzarttd 

many more; then elevated them to the top of 

; the higheſt pinnacle, that they might be the more 

conſpicuous to all the world, 

1 ' All this while I profeſſed to be the Ele of 
God; though no bowels of mercy, gentleneſs, long- 
Juffering, or charity frond in me, I profeſſed to 

be ta moſt enlightened, and ſpiritual miniſter of the 

Goſpel ; though I had never learned, (to good pur- 
| oſe,) that the ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive; 
| — be gentle unto all men patient, in meekneſs 

| inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, I pro- 
| | . felled a moſt catholic ſpirit, which, on my con- 

tratted principles, I 3 right to do; while I 

: evidenced to all around, the moſt pei ſect bigotry, 

in condemning, with cruel ſeverity, all but my own 

imaginary Elect: in doing which, though I was 
true to my own reprobating principles, I contra- 
dicted my profeſſions, 

66 all thele means, I moſt grievouſly diſho- 
noured . my Redeemer, while I thought I was 
doing him great ſervice : I weakened the hands 
of his children, while I thought 1 was ſtrengthen- 
ang them: I opened the mouths of infidels, 2 
41 Other 
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other gain- ſayers, while I thought I was moft effec- 
tually ſtopping them. Thus my juvenile folly, my 
moſt precipitate conduct, has filled my hours of 
cool reflection, not with joyous remembrance, not 
with heavenly pleaſure ; but with deep ſhame, ſad 
' remorſe, many fears, and mighty horror.“ 


That Mr, Hitt may not perfiſt in aggravating 
his guilt ; that he may no longer increale the load, 
which, ſooner or later, will lie heavy upon him; 
but, that he may recover his ſenſes—acknowledge 
his fin—return to his duty—perform it with ftea- 
dineſs, meekneſs, and patience—and, by ſo doing, 
make ſome {mall atonement for his former madnels, 
cruelty, and injuſtice; is my daily wiſh, my cor- 
dial deſire, and moſt ſincere and earneſt prayer, 


Loxpon, Auguſt 14, 1777. 


Should Mr. HII ſee good to make any reply to 
this, or ſhould he write again on any fimilar occa- 
ſion; I would requeſt his ſteady obſervance of the 


following, neceſſary rules. 


Firſt. Let him never, no,, not ſor a moment, for- 
get that there is a Gd. 


Secondly. Let him remember, that this God is 
always, and every where preſent; that he beholds 
all our doings ; that he will bring them into judg- 
ment ; and then reward every man according to his 


works. | 
Thardly 
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- - Thirdly, Let him not forget, that the eyes of the 


world are upon him; and alſo, that if he is not 
exceeding careful, he will drive many ſtill farther 
from religion, who are quite too far from it al- 
ready, 


Fourthly. Let him not forget, that the eyes of 
the church are upon him; and allo, that while he is 
CRATIFYING a ſmall number of its moſt unworthy 
members, he may be AFFLICTING multitudes of the 
moſt excellent among them. 


Fifthly. Let him, not for a moment, na on any 
account, forget, that he is not 1XFALLIBLE; and 
that, therefore, he is, at leaſt, as liable to miſtakes, 
and other infirmities, as wiſer and better men, in 


all generations, have been before. 


Sixthly. Let him remember, that Mr. WESs LEV, 
and others, Who have fallen under his diſpleaſure, 
may, after all, be much wiſer and better men than 
what he has repreſented them to be. | 


- Seventhly, Let him remember, that TruTH is ſo 
ſacred, that it ought not to be violated on any ac- 
count: no, not even to ſave the whole world. 


Erghthly., Let him not forget, that jusTICE is 
due to ALL: even to Fe Pagans, ARMINIANS, 
and Devils, 


Ninthly, 


* — 0 . * FE , a. 54 * 8 
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_' Ninthly, Let him remember, that though he is 
flout, yet he ought to be xEACIT VI: eſpecially as 
he knows, that with the MERC1FUL MAN, God will 
ſhew HIMSELF MERCIFUL ; and with the froward he 
will ſhew himſelf froward: as he did with the fro- 
ward and unmerciful ſervant in the goſpel, whom 


he caſt into outer darkneſs, *vhere is weeping and 
wailing and gnaſhing of tecuu, , 9 | 


Tenthly, Let him carefully learn, faithfully remem- 
ber, and frequently repeat the following lines in 
Porz's Univerſal Prayer, 7 

Teach me to FEEL another's woe, 
To Arp the faults I szx : 

Taz mercy I to 0THERs ſhow, 
Taar MERCY ſhew to me, 


Eleventhly, Whatſoever Mr, HIL would that 
Mr. WesLzy, or others, ſhould do unto him, let 
him do unto them; ſince this is, not only, the ſum 
and ſubſtance of the law and the prophets; but, alſo, 
the expreſs command of Cur1sT himſelf, 


1 

Twelfthly, and laſtly.” Let him remember it well; 

let him ponder it over and over in his mind, that 

with the /elf-/ame meaſure he mites to others, if 

God is true, it ſhall, fooner or later, be meaſured 
to him again, 


Now, as theſe few, plain rules are not only agree- 
able to Scripture ; but alſo founded on the moſt 
evident 


evident principles of Reaſon and Humanity ſhould 


Mr. H1Lt. evidence fo much good ſemfe, and fo. 


much of the fear of God, as to conform to them in 
future: though his ſentiments may ſtill be erroneous, 
and his mode of treating them wax and cons 
TEMPTIBLE ; yet ſeeing he will be leſs ſcurrilons or 
abnfive, ſeeing he will be leſs UNJUST, FALSE and 
CRUEL, hi performances will not be fo great 4 
 difhonour to religion—ſo great a reproach to the Church 
—ſo great an offerice to the world—nor ſo ou a 
SCANDAL TO HIMSELF, 
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